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I. Introduction

A. Project History & Organization

In December 2002, Virginia, along with 32 other states, submitted compact agreements to the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) pledging to meet the 1997 8-hour ozone standard earlier than
required by the Clean Air Act. These agreements, referred to as Early Action Compacts (EACS)
required the states to meet a number of criteria, in addition to meeting certain milestones. The most
significant milestone was that the EAC areas had to be in attainment by December 31, 2007, based on
air quality data from 2005, 2006, and 2007. Two localities in Virginia were identified as ozone Early
Action Compact areas: Winchester-Frederick County (Northern Shenandoah Valley) and Roanoke.

The EAC process in the Northern Shenandoah Valley (NSV) area began immediately in 2002 with the
1) establishment of the NSV Air Quality Improvement Task Force and, 2) the formal development and
signing of the Early Action Compact in December. In the years that followed, a series of required
documents were produced. Provided below is a listing and timeline of the products and documents
provided by the NSV EAC effort:

December 31, 2002 i Early Action Compact for the Northern Shenandoah Valley Area.
June 16, 2003 1 Potential local control list submission.

June 30, 2003 i 1 Semi-Annual Status Report, January to June 2003.

December 31, 20037 2" Semi-Annual Status Report, July to December 2003.
March 31, 2004 i Ozone Early Action Plan for the Northern Shenandoah Valley Area.
June 30, 2004 i 3™ Semi-Annual Status Report, January to June 2004.

December 31, 2004 i State Implementation Plan.

June 30, 200571 4" Semi-Annual Status Report, January to June 2005.

December 30, 20057 5" Semi-Annual Status Report, July to December 2005.

June 30, 2006 i 6" Semi-Annual Status Report, January to June 2006.

December 31, 2006 i 7™ Semi-Annual Status Report, July to December 2006.

June 30, 2007 i 8" Semi-Annual Status Report, January to June 2007.

December 31, 2007 i 9" Semi-Annual Status Report, July to December 2007.

Note: These documents, along with other information concerning the EAC program and other EAC
areas, can be viewed at and retrieved from the following Web sites:

¢ EPA - http://www.epa.gov/ttn/naags/ozone/eac/index.htm
e Valley AIRNow - http://www.valleyairnow.com/Reports&Meetings.htm#Submittals

On March 27, 2008, the EPA designated the Northern Shenandoah Valley EAC area as in attainment
with the 1997 ground-level ozone standard. Consequently, the 9" semi-annual status report
represented t h e N 8nell 6dscument submission as required under the Early Action Compact
program. However, the Northern Shenandoah Valley, under the administration of the Valley AIRNow
outreach program and the Air Quality Improvement Task Force, continue to voluntarily address ground-
level ozone air pollution in the area.

This voluntary program summary report documents the major actions, milestones, and events that have
occurred since the submission of the 9" Semi-Annual Status Report.
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B. Summary of Events

Provided below is a listing of major events held and actions taken during 2008 toward the preservation
of local air quality and public health.

January 31, 2008 1 The Environmental Protection Agency announced its plans to designate 13 areas
across the U.S., including the Northern Shenandoah Valley, as attaining the 1997 8-hour ozone
standard under Early Action Compact agreements. For more information, view the press release
located in Appendix A-66.

February 1, 2008 i Valley AIRNow partnered with Executive Protection Systems to host an awards
ceremony for the winners of the Valley AIRNow clean air art contest. Refer to page 18 for additional
details on the event.

February 6, 2008 i The Northern Shenandoah Valley region was listed in the Federal Register as a
proposed Early Action Compact area to be designated attainment for the 8-hour ozone standard. Refer
to Appendix A-69 to view the Federal Register announcement.

February 7, 2008 i TV-3 Winchester interviewed members of the Air Quality Improvement Task Force
and aired astorycover i ng t he Northern Shenandoah Valleyds prop
by the EPA. Refer to page 16 or Appendix A-74 for additional information.

February 13, 2008 i Executive Protection Systems submitted a press release to area media outlets
highlighting the February 1 awards ceremony for the Valley AIRNow clean air art contest. Refer to
Appendix A-67 to view the press release.

February 15, 2008 i Valley AIRNow attended a meeting of the Greater Shenandoah Valley
Environmental Education Alliance.

March 5, 2008 i The Northern Shenandoah Valley Air Quality Improvement Task Force meeting was
administered by Valley AIRNow.

March 12, 2008 i The Environmental Protection Agency announced the strengthening of the national
ambient air quality standard for ground-level ozone. The standard was strengthened from the 1997 8-
hour ozone standard of 0.085 parts per million (ppm), to a new 8-hour standard of 0.075 ppm. Refer to
Appendix A-75 for the official press release.

April 2, 2008 i The Northern Shenandoah Valley Air Quality Improvement Task Force meeting was
administered by Valley AIRNow.

April 6 - 9, 2008 i Valley AIRNow staff attended the 2008 National Air Quality Conference held in
Portland, Oregon. The conference provided an opportunity to meet with air quality professionals from
federal, state, local and tribal air pollution organizations from across the nation. On April 8, Valley
AIRNow presented a poster that highlighted the success of the idle reduction sign initiative. For more
information on the 2008 National Air Quality Conference, refer to page 14 or Appendix B.

April 15, 2008 i The Northern Shenandoah Valley region was officially designated by the EPA as in
attainment with the 8-hour ozone standard.

April 19, 2008 1 Valley AIRNow collaborated with SHENAIR to host an advanced vehicle Ride-and-
Drive and environmental education fair at James Madison University. Refer to page 15 and Appendix
C for additional information.
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April 23, 2008 7 Valley AIRNow collaborated with Shenandoah University to launch an idle reduction
information campaign. Shenandoah Universityos
entitled, fi S houApperidik A-&0 ffof nhore inforRatibne r

April 28 - May 2, 2008 i The Environmental Protection Agency and National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) partnered to host the 2008 Air Quality Awareness Week. Valley AIRNow

submitted a press release to | ocal media outl et

We e k 0 . ral nBwspapers and radio stations, including The Northern Virginia Daily and WINC-FM,
covered the story. Additionally, Valley AIRNow posted a different ozone tip of the day on its website.
Visit the Air Quality Awareness Week web site at http://www.epa.gov/airnow/airaware/, or refer to page
12, for additional information.

May 200871 Val | ey Al RNow was awarded a 6BO6 gr ad eStatenf
the Air report, based on air quality data from 2004 i 2006.

May 1, 2008 i Valley AIRNow disseminated a press release (Appendix A-82) to Winchester-Frederick
County news media announcing the onset of the 2008 ozone season. The press release also
highlighted specific measures that community members could take to reduce individual, ozone-inducing
emissions.

May 2 - 3, 2008 i The Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival Kids Bloo mi né Mi | e and
were held. Valley AIRNow placed a custom informational ozone bookmark (Appendix D) in 2,000
runner 0s Refato pagd 16 for more details.

May 15, 2008 i Valley AIRNow staff attended a local environmental conference entitled Quality of
Life/Air Quality in the Shenandoah Valley: Affordable Green Strategies for Counties, Cities and Towns,
sponsored by the SHENAIR local government committee and the Northern Shenandoah Valley
Regional Commission. Valley AIRNow presented on several of its successful, cost-effective clean air
programs, including the Healthy Air Zone initiative, and provided each locality within the region with a
free idle reduction sign. For more information on the Quality of Life conference, refer to page 14 or
Appendix E.

May 16, 2008 i Valley AIRNow staff attended the Greater Shenandoah Valley Environmental
Education Alliance meeting.

June 4, 2008 i The Northern Shenandoah Valley Air Quality Improvement Task Force meeting was
administered by Valley AIRNow.

June 11, 2008 7 Valley AIRNow presented to the Frederick County Board of Supervisors. The Board
was briefed on the recent improvements of air quality in the region, news on the strengthening of the
federal ozone standard, and several successful Valley AIRNow outreach programs.

June 12, 2008 i Valley AIRNow presented to the Winchester City Councild s Publ i<
Committee. The Committee was briefed on the recent improvements of air quality in the region, news
on the strengthening of the federal ozone standard, and several successful Valley AIRNow outreach
programs.

July 17, 2008 i The Northern Shenandoah Valley experienced its first Air Quality Action Day of the
season with an 8-hour average of 79 parts per billion (ppb).

July 29, 2008 i The Northern Shenandoah Valley experienced an Air Quality Action Day with an 8-
hour average of 81 ppb.

3] 2008 Valley AIRNow Program Summary

studer

S ent

the 20

adul t

Ser vi


http://www.epa.gov/airnow/airaware/

August 6, 2008 1 The Northern Shenandoah Valley Air Quality Improvement Task Force meeting was
administered by Valley AIRNow.

August 22, 2008 7 Valley AIRNow distributed informational air quality materials to over 200 first-year
K-12 teachers at the New Educators Breakfastd an event hosted by the Top of Virginia Regional
Business Chamber. Refer to page 17 for more information.

September 23, 2008 i Valley AIRNow and SHENAIR staff hosted the Greater Shenandoah Valley
Environmental Education Alliance meeting at James Madison University. Refer to page 15 for more
details.

September - November 2008 1 Valley AIRNow developed promotional flyers for its Healthy Air Zone
and AIRCorps programs to disseminate to targeted businesses in the Northern Shenandoah Valley
region.

October 1, 2008 i The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality announced its seasonal
suspension of daily ozone forecasts for the Northern Shenandoah Valley. Refer to Appendix A-86 for
the full press release.

October 4, 2008 i Valley AIRNow staff exhibited at the 1% annual Frederick County Sustainability
Festival sponsored by the County of Frederick Parks & Recreation department. The focus of the booth
that Valley AIRNow staffed was the reduction of transportation energy use as a means to protect local
air quality. Refer to Appendix F for additional details on the festival.

November 12, 2008 i The Northern Shenandoah Valley Air Quality Improvement Task Force meeting
was administered by Valley AIRNow.
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Il. OQutreach Programs & Activities

This section describes the outreach programs and events that occurred or progressed during 2008.
Each activity targets one or more of the following audiences: pre-K i 12 students and teachers, civic
groups, health professionals, local government, area businesses, media outlets, and the general public.
The intent of these programs is to inform the public about the link between their lifestyle choices and air
pollution by emphasizing simple measures they can take to improve the overall air quality of the
Northern Shenandoah Valley area.

A. General Public Awareness & Education Program

Valley AIRNow Air Quality Hotline

The air quality hotline provides: 1) daily air quality forecasts during ozone season, 2) information about
how to contact Valley AIRNow, and 3) messaging-service capabilities. The hotline number is (540) 450-
2207. During the off season (October i April), the hotline is operable only in its messaging-service
capabilities. Although the forecasting service is suspended during this time, the hotline continues to
provide the community with a message center to voice any questions or concerns.

Valley AIRNow Email System

The community can contact Valley AIRNow via email at: info@valleyairnow.com. The system is
checked for messages every weekday, and responses are returned promptly within one business day
or less.

Valley AIRNow Web Site

The Valley AIRNow web site can be accessed at: www.valleyairnow.com. Air quality information is
added on a weekly basis to keep local residents informed of the most current and up-to-date news on
ground-level ozone. In addition, the community can stay informed of recent and upcoming Valley
Al RNow events by visiting the ANews & Updateso
http://www.valleyairnow.com/newsandupdates.html. Other staples of the Valley AIRNow Web site
include Task Force meeting materials, EPA submittals, congestion and haze web cameras, and a local
air quality Media Center.

The newest informational feature to the Valley AIRNow Web site is Air Updated an online tool
developed by Sonoma Technology that allows registered organizations to display Air Quality Index
forecasts on their Web sites. For the Winchester-Frederick County area, the Air Update console
automatically updates with the most current air quality forecast based on data from the Virginia
Department of Environmental Quality.

Valley AIRNow also continues to partner with the Federal Highway Admi ni st dt&lt AddsriJp ®©
Cleaner Air initiative to make seasonal air quality web content available at www.valleyairnow.com. This
content can be viewed by clicking the AWhat Ca
http://www.valleyairnow.com/whatcanwedo.html into a web browser.

News Coverage (PRINT)

The Winchester Star and Northern Virginia Daily have published several articles related to Valley
AIRNow events, transportation, land use, green space preservation, and air quality issues in the area
(Appendix A).

e January 16, 2008: AMPO OKs Vicludes inf@matiah proa VOOT-funded study that
will integrate bicycle and pedestrian accommodations; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-1).

e February 12, 2008: AFrederick Pl anner s InRledesi iefavmatidra on
transportation plans to decrease travel time; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-2).

n
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February 27, 2008: AMusedPl an Get s Highlightsotse eliscussiom ofla mixed-

use residential, commercial, and industrial development in Stephens City; The Winchester Star,

Appendix A-4).

February 29, 2008: AFar ml and F u nHighlights the awardingefdeserfvation land

funding to the county to help preserve farmland and open spaces; The Winchester Star,

Appendix A-6).

March 5, 2008: AMPO Pr oposes Infudes thfor@dtiendmn teassportation plans to

decrease travel time; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-7).

March 15, 2008: Aor wsadadmofoffl: Traffic Congestion Becomes | s:¢
the Winchester Green Circle project; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-9).

March 17, 2008: NRCity Residents Get HiglghetheRurrers status ofg R0 o mi
local air quality and how the region may be affected by the more stringent ozone standard;

Northern Virginia Daily, Appendix A-11).

April 5, 2008: i Sof t ware Enables Anal ysi s: EDC is Trackin
update on changes in EPA air quality standard, The Winchester Star, Appendix A-13).

April 24, 2008: it Ai r Qual ity Awammoenoes alley WIRNOky dever(ts during

National Air Quality Awareness Week; We Love Shenandoah section of The Northern Virginia

Daily, Appendix A-15).

May 13, 2008: ATi mi ng F9 xTrSa fr feidighlightinaaWb®OT [roject to adjust the

timing of area traffic lights, resulting in a reduction of vehicle emissions; The Winchester Star,

Appendix A-16).

June 9, 2008: Al s |t Hot E nnoludes hinforfmation ol @cal? ar quality and
associated health risks during an extreme heat event; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-19).
June 12, 2008: A Ai r Stil | He al t Highligbte & preisantationtby ValleD AIRNowW  (

to the County Board of Supervisors; Northern Virginia Daily, Appendix A-21).

June 12, 2008: i Supervisors He aar EMrfeosretnst at @ om mpr ove Loc
(Highlights a presentation by Valley AIRNow to the County Board of Supervisors; The

Winchester Star, Appendix A-23).

June 18, 2008: ADrivers EDempr &9 e dHighlghs@oWinthester Public

Transit event to encourage residents to take public transportation; The Winchester Star,

Appendix A-25).

June 19, 2008: i kuasned Pr oposal R e tlighlighte a de®elommerd elan tq

successfully integrate land use and transportation choices; Northern Virginia Daily, Appendix A-

26).

July 1, 2008: AShenandoah Summer Likely t oProBdessanSpi ke
overview of historical and projected air quality trends in the region; Northern Virginia Daily,

Appendix A-28).

July 2, 2008: AfCounty Zoning Change Ma y(Didcusses & plaBtoz e, De
preserve open space in the county; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-30).

July 8, 2008: Chfanges in Signal Timing Could Improve Traffic Flowo (Announces additional

VDOT studies to coordinate traffic signals to improve traffic flow, reduce vehicle emissions, and

improve air quality; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-32).

July 11, 2008: ifGas Prices Prompt Spi ke i nentAncredseic Tr ans
public transportation use; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-34).

July 23, 2008: AfResidents Offer | deas apublic wotkshopytdlelp Fut ur e
guide future land use and development practices; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-36).

July 29, 2008: i Of f i ci al Prai ses Adv anHighlightss statd progranets er vi ng
place land under a conservation easement to preserve open space and prevent development;

The Winchester Star, Appendix A-38).

August 11, 2008: Caintest Inspi r e s O0TGrieneknibn g o ( Hi ghl i ghts a st at ¢
governments to focus on solutions to energy and climate change; The Winchester Star,

Appendix A-40).
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August 12, 2008: AFrederick Aut hority Promot es Easemen:
conservation land easements via the Frederick County Easement Authority; Northern Virginia

Daily, Appendix A-42).

August 16, 2008: AFeder al Funds to Help Out With Green Ci
of federal grant funds to the Green Circle multi-modal project; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-

44).

August 23, 2008: AVDOT Updates We b(Incldes efornoation éhoteaffics O
congestion, gas saving tips, and alternative transportation options; The Winchester Star,

Appendix A-45).

August 23, 2008: 0 Rew Ur bani smo: Residenti al Meet s Com
Devel opment o (Highlights recently adopted new urhb
mixed-use community; Northern Virginia Daily, Appendix A-46).

August 29, 2008: Trdinsit Plan Set for St udy in Frederickod (Highlights
public transportation for the County; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-48).

October9,2008: Bdard Looks to Cut Energy Costso (Highlig
countyos €eTheeWinghesten Stag, Appendix A-49).

September 25, 2008: Fiiederi ck Hopes to Trim its Energy Cos
an audit of t he &heWimdthgst@rsStare AppendixW-51).s e ;

October 9, 2008: AA Landowner s Wi s h: (Hghightetheéfisssdonatioreofad=or ev er
land easement via the Frederick County Easement Authority; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-

52).

October 23, 2008: Cifity Wins 6Greenbd Designation for Env
(Highlights the awarding of Winchester as a fAGreen Governmento by t
League; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-55).

November 3,2008: fFrederi ck Seeks | nput Discossestndneedéor of it s
public input on several strategies to preserve open space in the county; The Winchester Star,

Appendix A-57).

November 4, 2008: ACitizens Weigh in on Rural Outl ookod (
public to discuss land development and open space in the county; The Winchester Star,

Appendix A-58).

November 10, 2008: Ava. Joins -®1 hEfff St as @s( Hnghl i ghts t he
of a multi-state group to address air quality, among other needs, along the [-81 corridor;

Northern Virginia Daily, Appendix A-60).

November 14, 2008: iStates Co®perEmthanoamelnt s o (Hi ghl i gh
establishment of a multi-state group to address air quality, among other needs, along the 1-81

corridor; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-62).

December 3, 2008: iSession Wil Seek Resi dehd sOGHIiThluigch tss
meeting of the general public to discuss the future of a multi-modal corridor; The Winchester

Star, Appendix A-64).

Other related articles, press releases, and reports from various resources, include:

January 31, 2008: ACommunidd eSmdRgedAhead of Scheduleo (EP
Appendix A-66).

February 1, 2008: fExecutive Protection Systems and Val
Winnerso (Executive Prot e @dppendnA-63)y st ems Press Rel e
February 6, 2008: i F iHaua ®zon@ National Ambient Air Quality Standards Designations for

the Early Action Compact Ar eas AppénbieAded)x a l Regi ster
February 7, 2008: ARFrederick County Re a c BBeWinch€sieo ate St an
www.tv3winchester.com, Appendix A-74).

March 12, 2008: AEPA Strengthens Smog Standards to Bett
Environment 06 ( EPAppdddixeAs’s). Rel eas e,
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e April 18, 2008: AROzone Season Reminder & Va lulivanyFilmsl RCor p ¢

Press Release, Appendix A-77).

e April 22, 2008: AVirginia Air Quality Rules for Ozone
(VDEQ Press Release, Appendix A-78).

e April 24, 2008: AAi r Awar e n-2gWischedler atkwvivw.ty3Wikchester.com, Appendix
A-79).

e April23,2008:A Shut [The SHehahdbab Sun, Vol. 15, No. 28, Appendix A-80).

e April 28, 2008: AnBe OAiIT Awareb6 During Air Quality Awar

Release, Appendix A-81).

e May 1, 2008: ANorthern Shenandoah Valley Enters Ozone

Release, Appendix A-82).

e May2008: The American Lung Associationds AState of

to the public. The full report can be viewed on-line by visiting http://www.stateoftheair.org/.

e May 19, 2008: AThe Shenandoah Vall ey i s Going Greeno

Regional Commission Press Release, Appendix A-83).

e September 4, 2008: AOzone gWighesrah ozoné Hlért issued by the VDEQ; TV-3
Winchester at www.tv3winchester.com, Appendix A-85).

e October 1, 2008: NfnSeasonal Suspension of Daily Ozone
Roads, Winchester,and Roano ke as of 10/ B&0 (Appendix A

News Coverage (RADIO)

WINC-FM, a popular contemporary music radio station in the area, interviewed Valley AIRNow on April
28 regarding its collaboration with National Air Quality Awareness Week. The radio group also
contacted VDEQ representatives and reported on local air quality news on August 7 and September 29.

News Coverage (TELEVISION)

Valley AIRNow staff and members of the Air Quality Improvement Task Force were interviewed on
several occasions throughout the year by the local television news station, TV-3 Winchester. On
February 7 following the Federal Register announcement, TV-3 aired a story covering the Northern
Shenandoah Vall ey ds nmenodesigeatiah byotlzecERA Ther, in greparation for
National Air Quality Awareness Week, TV-3 interviewed a member of the Task Force to highlight the
Valley AIRNow Healthy Air Zone program, and to provide the community with tips to reduce their
emissions. This news segment was aired on April 24, 2008.

all

: Air Quality Action Day Program
e L S The Air Quality Action Day Program (AQAD) is a five-dimension
S network created by Valley AIRNow upon its establishment in
N 2005. The groups in this network that are alerted of an Air Quality
Action Day are:

Business (via the Valley AIRCorps business program);
Education (public/private schools, child care centers);
Government (City/County officials, departments, staff);
Health (health-care professionals, senior care centers);
Media (local radio, television, newspaper outlets); and,
General Public (enrollment via the on-line AQAD form).

"o

LS O R ) = cloaner air

Figure 1. Sample AQAD alert.
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If enacted, the AQAD protocol is as follows:

When the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality forecasts ozone levels for the next day to
reach the Code Orange level or higher, the Valley AIRNow team alerts the AQAD Network by sending
an email or fax press release (Figure 1 and Appendix G). The general public is then alerted mainly
through the media, business, and health dimensions. Local newspapers run stories, while area radio
stations run public service announcements. Businesses, health-care providers, and local government
offices share the alert with all employees andd if applicabled customers, by displaying informative
posters in high-visibility areas, offering incentives for participation in emissions-reduction activities,
displaying the AQAD Alert on their message boards, etc.

The Air Quality Action Day program is free and completely voluntary. Businesses and individuals are
encouraged to enroll by completing the on-line AQAD form at www.valleyairnow.com, or by sending a
request to info@valleyairnow.com.

Expanded Ozone Forecasting (INTERNET)
Air quality forecasts for the Northern Shenandoah Valley are made available through several
notification systems, which include:

e The Ameri can Lung ASmog Aled tsyisterm 0 Isterebted Lindiyiduals may
subscribe to receive ozone forecasts for the Winchester area by sending an email to the local
Smog Alert system at smogalertwinchester-subscribe @topica.com.

e The Virginia Department bEQcafidhnfo oroDemand.tBylsign@Qqu al i t y o6
up for DEQCast at http://www.deq.state.va.us/lists/, individuals can have air quality forecasts
and health alerts, along with other VDEQ news and public information, delivered to their inbox.

e The Valley AIRNow Air Quality Action Day (AQAD) program. Local businesses and
individuals are encouraged to enroll by completing the on-line AQAD form at
www.valleyairnow.com, or by sending a request to info@valleyairnow.com.

Links for the general public to join the ALA or VDEQ notification systems are available year-round at
the Valley AIRNow web site. Simply followthefi Ciernrt  Ai r Qualityo navigation b,
(www.valleyairnow.com/currentairguality.html) to view the various options.

In addition, real-time ozone data for Winchester-Frederick County are available during ozone season in
a variety of formats. Updated links and information to these resources can be found on the Valley
AIRNow Web site at www.valleyairnow.com/currentairquality.html. Two of the more recent, dynamic
resources include:

e Air Update i an on-line air quality forecast console that automatically updates with the most
current air quality forecast for Winchester-Frederick County based on data from the Virginia
Department of Environmental Quality.

e Google Earth (Figure 2) - air quality forecasts and current conditions can be viewed using this
increasingly popular tool. A link is provided on the Valley AIRNow web site that directs visitors
to download the AIRNow Keyhole Markup Language (KML) files. These files are needed to
display the data on the virtual globe. Once downloaded, the information tool accesses the
AIRNow database hourly so that the Air Quality Index displays the most current air quality
conditions for Winchester-Frederick County.
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Figure 2: Initial view of the Air Qualiy Index in Google Earth.

Expanded Ozone Forecasting (TELEVISION)

Valley AIRNow continues to work with TV-3 Winchester and WAZT-TV to provide local air quality
information and forecasts. During ozone season, TV-3 Winchesterd an ABC affiliate serving the
Winchester-Frederick County aread agreed to provide alerts to the community on pending Air Quality
Action Days. WAZT-TV, a Christian television network serving the entire Shenandoah Valley,
continued to integrate daily ozone forecasts for Winchester-Frederick County into a local cutaway
duringitsi CB N N e wm@ogram.

Also during the 2008 ozone season, The Weather Channel continued todi spl ay t he
AIRNow Ar Qual ity Outreaftlho®alogsmmdh ® n8 @wersof a rgoasted
Action Day.

Expanded Ozone Forecasting (PRINT)
During the 2008 ozone season, The Winchester Star published air quality forecasts in its daily edition.

Variable Message Signs

The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) activates highway variable message signs when
VDEQ forecasts an AirQual i ty Action Day. The message sighn
inform motorists of a potential 8-hour ozone exceedance. VDOT currently operates two variable
message signs on Interstate-81 in the Northern Shenandoah Valley.

Traffic and Visibility Web Cameras

Traffic and visibility webcams are made available to the public year round on the Valley AIRNow
website. VDOT maintains 18 IP-addressable cameras throughout the District along Rt. 55, 1-81, and I-
66. A link to these webcams, as well as a visibility camera overlooking the Potomac River in
Washington, D.C., is available on the Valley AIRNow homepage.

Materials Development, Adaptation, and Revision

Valley AIRNow continues to adapt and revise existing air quality materials as needed for Winchester-
Frederick County civic groups, businesses, government, schools, health-care providers, and community
members. This includes Valley AIRNow posters, brochures, memorandums, public service
announcements, as well as air quality curricula for public and private schools.

S
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In addition to existing materials, new air quality materials will be developed on an ongoing basis.
Material development for 2008 includes:

1. SCHOOLS

- In 2007, Valley AIRNow developed an innovative idle
reduction program to encourage parents parked in D e
school zones to turn off their engines. As part of this Breathe Lasier Wik Bkt
initiative, Healthy Air Zone street signs were installed at ' § AIR ZONES
all public schools in the Winchester-Frederick County £
area. This year, in an effort to partner with private
schools and child care centers in the region, Valley
AIRNow developed an informational recruitment flyer
(Figure 3 and Appendix H-1). The flyer provides a
general overview of the program and promotes the
distribution of free Healthy Air Zone signs to interested
schools and businesses. The flyer will be mailed in
early 2009 to recruit new partners.

- Last November, Valley AIRNow held an art contest for T T
local pre-K i 12 students in celebration of Thanksgiving -
and clean air. Young artists were asked to address the
t h e mehat fiowcan do to help improve the air that we
br eat hTéirked winning pieces of artwork were
selected from approximately 100 submissions. On
February 1, 2008, Valley AIRNow partnered with a
member of its AIRCorps program, Executive Protection
Systems (EPS), to host an awards ceremony for the Figure 3: Healthy Air Zones flyer
winning artists. Valley AIRNow, in collaboration with developed by Valley AIRNow.
EPS, submitted a press release to local media outlets
announcing the event. Refer to Appendix A-67 to view
this release.

- Due to the strong response of the winning artwork by the NSV Air Quality Improvement Task Force
and other Valley AIRNow partners, the three winning student submissions were used to create
customized postage stamps. The postage stamps (Figure 13) were developed using an online,
licensed United States Postal Service vendor. The stamps will be used in the future as an incentive
for Valley AIRNow programs and to thank existing partners.

- In the fall of 2008, Valley AIRNow formulated its second annual clean air contest for area students--
-t he 6 Caught-Hahadue ddBogrgptnncontest. A web page to promote the contest was
developed and published on the Valley AIRNow website at
www.valleyairnow.com/photocontest.htm. Additionally, a promotional postcard for Northern
Shenandoah Valley educators was created (Figure 9 and Appendix I). This postcard was
distributed to over 200 new K-12 teachers at the Top of VirginNew Regi o
Educators Breakfast and mailed to approximately 100 additional science teachers, art teachers, and
student club sponsors.
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2. GENERAL PUBLIC

- Valley AIRNow, in collaboration with The SHENAIR Institute, developed a research poster to
present at various conferences and workshops throughout the state. The poster highlights recent
work in air quality Education, Scholarship, Decision Maker Support, and Stewardship. One of
Val l ey Al RNowbds mo s td the idle eedustisnfsign initiptived ¢ highhighted under
the Stewardship dimension. This poster was presented on April 8 at the National Air Quality
Conference held in Portland, Oregon.

- In celebration of Earth Day, Valley AIRNow again collaborated with The SHENAIR Institute to host
an advanced vehicle Ride-and-Drive and environmental education fair at James Madison
University. Several promotional materials were developed including an event flyer (Figure 7).

- During National Air Quality Awareness Week,

Vall ey Al RNow developed a press r
Awared6 During Air Qu éAppertdix A-Awar ene
81). This release announced the event and listed ways in

which the community could contribute to clean air. Valley

AIRNow also brainstormed seven clean air Tips of the Day

(Figure 4) and displayed a new tip each day at the Valley

AIRNow homepage. These tips can be viewed below in

Figure 5.

- Valley AIRNow developed and disseminated a press

Figure 4: Air Aware Tip of the release (Appendix A-82) announcing the onset of the 2008

Day link button located on the ozone season. The release also highlighted specific

Valley AIRNow website. measures that community members could take to reduce
individual, ozone-inducing emissions.

- Valley AIRNow revised its informational ozone bookmark to be double-sided and include program
contact information (refer to Figure 8). This updated bookmark was placed in 2,000 participant
packets at the 2008 Shenandoah Apple Blossom races.

Remember
when you got

your chores done
all at once so you

very 3 HlOﬂthS,
every 3000 mile
Or every

|3 milion breaths.

could 20 pléy?

Trip chiaining, s ea, oty ot s thea naddiinm tie
et o i v oy - B0y a4 et
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[eave a Trypicking
little rOOM someone up before
you go OUL.

Figure 5: A Tip of the Day was
posted each day on the Valley

b)
There’s more AIRNow homepage during
R National Air Quality Awareness
]’1d]ng on your Week (April 281 May 2, 2008).
. ‘ The tips encouraged visitors
tn‘es than to: A. Practice regular car

maintenance; B. Combine

/ h errands into one trip; C. Do not
\OU t Ougllt’ overfill at the gas pump; D.
Share aride with family,
friends, or neighbors; E.

4 et l} inflated s s s ramey, £as e e ax

FRbR i et Properly inflate your vehicle&
tires.

3. BUSINESS & HEALTH

In 2007, Valley AIRNow developed an innovative idle reduction program to encourage drivers to
turn off their engines while parked. As part of this initiative, Healthy Air Zone street signs were
installed at various businesses in the Northern Shenandoah Valley region. This year, in an effort to
partner with additional businesses and health care providers in the region, Valley AIRNow
developed an informational recruitment flyer (Figure 3, Appendix H-1). The flyer provides a general
overview of the program and promotes the distribution of free Healthy Air Zone signs to businesses
interested in displaying them. The flyer will be mailed in early 2009 to recruit new partners.
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- Valley AIRNow developed customized postage

stamps (Figure 13) using the three winning pieces of
artwork from the 2007 Thankful for Clean Air art
contest. These stamps will be used in the future as an
incentive for the Valley AIRCorps business outreach
program. Additionally, as a thank you to existing
program partners, Valley AIRNow sent the postage
stamps via a custom Valley AIRNow holiday greeting
card (Figure x). The holiday card highlights the Ty T T e s S A T S T

regionds improvement in q e ) 002
thanks those businesses who have supported the e e e
program through the years. e e e e

- In an effort to promote the AIRCorps business

Perny

outreach program and partner with additional T e T e a0
businesses and health care providers in the region, T A SR eSSttt

Valley AIRNow developed an informational e e
recruitment flyer (Figure 6, Appendix H-2). The flyer . — -
provides a general overview of the program and

highlights the Air Quality Action Day alert system. The | e Koo e
flyer will be mailed in early 2009 to recruit new

partners. Figure 6: AIRCorps business outreach

flyer developed by Valley AIRNow.
Conferences and Presentations
Valley AIRNow continued to present to various groups, organizations, and conferences in 2008. These
presentations, along with a brief description of each, are listed below.

e February 1, 2008: Valley AIRNow, in collaboration with a local AIRCorps business partner,
hosted an awards ceremony for the winners of
The six winners were each awarded a prize and Valley AIRNow spoke on the importance of
clean air and environmental stewardship by the

e April 8, 2008: Valley AIRNow, in collaboration with The SHENAIR Institute, presented a poster
at the National Air Quality Conference held in Portland, Oregon. The poster highlighted the
S h enand o a hrecemwortk @éidgsality Education, Scholarship, Decision Maker Support,
and Stewardship. One of Vall ey 0 ke iRdNredudion signo s t
initiatived was highlighted.

e May 15, 2008: Valley AIRNow staff attended and presented at a local environmental conference
entitled Quality of Life/Air Quality in the Shenandoah Valley: Affordable Green Strategies for
Counties, Cities and Towns, sponsored by the SHENAIR local government committee and the
Northern Shenandoah Valley Regional Commission (NSVRC). The purpose of the workshop
was to share the many simple and low-cost techniques that many programs within the Valley
are implementing to protect local air quality. Refer to Appendix E to view the final agenda for
the workshop.

Valley AIRNow presented on several of its successful, cost-effective programs, which included
the Healthy Air Zone idle reduction initiative, AIRCorps business outreach, AQAD alert system,
and K-12 programs and activities. Additionally, Valley AIRNow offered a free Healthy Air Zone
sign to each locality comprising the Northern Shenandoah Valley in an effort to begin a
comprehensive, Valley-wide idle reduction program. The Town of Strasburg was the first
locality to request a sign, which led to the design of this action-oriented workshop.
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During the evening session of the workshop, Mr. Patrick Barker of the Winchester-Frederick
County Economic Development Commission, and administrator of the Valley AIRNow outreach
program, was recognized by the NSVRC for the start-up of the successful air quality program.

June 11, 2008: Valley AIRNow staff presented to the Frederick County Board of Supervisors.
The Board was briefed on the recent improvements of air quality in the region as well as news
on the strengthening of the federal ozone standard. Several successful outreach programs
were highlighted, including the Healthy Air Zone idle reduction initiative, AIRCorps business
outreach, AQAD alert system, and K-12 programs and activities.

June 12, 2008: Valley Al RNow st af f presented to the
Committee. The Committee was briefed on the recent improvements of air quality in the region
as well as news on the strengthening of the federal ozone standard. Several successful
outreach programs were highlighted, including the Healthy Air Zone idle reduction initiative,
AIRCorps business outreach, AQAD alert system, and K-12 programs and activities.

September 23, 2008: Valley AIRNow collaborated with The SHENAIR Institute to host the
Greater Shenandoah Valley Environmental Education Alliance (GSVEEA) meeting at James
Madison University. The Alliance was formed using VDEQ Environmental Education grant
money and seeks to act as a network, discover resources, partner and enrich environmental
education initiatives from Rockbridge to Frederick County. At the September meeting, the
Valley AIRNow outreach program was highlighted and informational air quality materials were
distributed to those present.

Ride-and-Drive Event

On April 19, Valley AIRNow collaborated with SHENAIR to host an advanced vehicle Ride-and-Drive
and environmental education fair at James Madison University. Participants were invited to experience
firsthand a wide selection of advanced and eco-friendly vehicles, including electric trucks, segways,
electric ATVs, and hybrids. A handful of booths also provided interactive, hands-on learning stations to
teach attendees about green living and sustainable choices. Valley AIRNow staffed a Clean Air
Champions station to raise awareness of reducing transportation energy use and improving local air
quality. For more information, refer to the event® promotional flyer in Figure 7 and Appendix C.

.. N
- ™ .

Ly ) ' g ;
gpb f @‘(&({*/{. Choicés
g 0 orgft’(w Drivers!

| Celebrate Earth Day

i ]
at our /..7()‘ ( 1CEN
\ Ridé. ang-Dfive Expo!

Figure 7: Valley AIRNow staffed a Clean Air Champions exhibit
at James Madison University& Go Green Ride-and-Drive event.
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Air Quality Awareness Week

During the week of April 28 i May 2, Valley AIRNow partnered with the Environmental Protection

Agency and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to participate in the 2008 Air

Quality Awareness Week. Valley AIRNow promoted the event by submitting a press release to local

media outlets ent i t | ed, iBe OAiT Aware6 during Air Quality
general information on the importance of air quality awareness and listed actions that the general public

could take to reduce emissions.

As a result of the Valley AIRNow press release several newspapers, radio stations, and television
stations provided excellent news coverage of the event. For example, WINC-FM, a popular
contemporary music radio station in the area, interviewed Valley AIRNow on April 28 regarding its
collaboration with National Air Quality Awareness Week. Also, after installing 11 Healthy Air Zone

signs on campus, Shenandoah Universityo6s student p a
entitled, AShut it offl!l o dtitniofsthe sidne and eneurdgedcstudentspr ovi d e

faculty, staff, and visitors to turn off their engines while parked on campus.

As a lead-in to Awareness Week, TV-3 Winchester interviewed a member of the Task Force to highlight
the Valley AIRNow Healthy Air Zone program and to provide the community with tips to protect air
guality. This news segment was aired on April 24, 2008.

Each day during Air Quality Awareness Week, Valley AIRNow posted a different ozone tip of the day
(Figure 5) on its homepage. The tips were modified with the Valley AIRNow logo using free marketing
materials from the It All Adds Up To Cleaner Air initiative. The on-line tips included information on ride
sharing, combining trips, refueling after dusk, taking alternative modes of transportation, and more!

For more information on Air Quality Awareness Week, visit http://www.epa.gov/airnow/airaware/.

__ [0SimpleStepsTo r , The Blossom Races
Improving Air Quality § The Shenandoah Apple Blossom races (Kids
S mgad iy i Bl oomi n6 Mil e eaehdlda Mayl2t 10 K)
5 3 I 3, 2008. Valley AIRNow placed its revised
B . o S0 ¥ ) -— ozone bookmark (Figure 8, Appendix J) in each
s e ok o 4—‘-= runnerds packet, whi ch was
- approximately 2,000 participants.
] mvuln.'l-‘-r-'uhlo “ c pp y p p
[} fahdnilulH|- c = B
5 (-nhv,—nw\. ﬁ c i
58
& Got tod when £'s ool g
!
7. Pullqj‘ulllh'»l.nﬂ °= % B C.
b Voot (=) S _ , _
—— W Figure 8: Valley AIRNow inserted 2,000 air
$. Raow buorsyou g a — guality bookmarks (A) in each runner& packet
v : at the Shenandoah Apple Blossom races.
24 Ay s el ‘ ‘ z Participants in the races included children (B)
. it and healthy, active adults (C)d two ozone
valicyaimey - sensitive groups.
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New Educators Breakfast

On August 22, the Top of Virginia Regional Valley AIRNow Photography Contest
Chamber hosted the New Educators ; .,

Breakfastd an event to welcome over 200
first-year K-12 teachers in the Northern i —
Shenandoah Va"ey Va"ey AI RNOW Halp do your share to preserve eur airl

H . H H . As @ row educotor in the Northern Shemandoah Valley, Valley ARNow—
dIStrIbUted arr quallty materlals and WincheverFrederich Cownty's alr quality education peogram—would like 1o

information on the clean air photography Syt i o et v e A NSl e o s dd
. . with | sowardship, pamiopam ore encouraged 1o
contest at the event (Flgure 9! Appendlx I) catch fanwly, friends, or naighbors in the act of procicing dean air acions, such

as: corpacking % practice, refueling ofter dark,
toking peblic tramportaton, or other air friendly
proctices. Bo coosve! Prizes will be awarded %

Frederick County Sustainability Festival VRO T e
On October 4™, Valley AIRNow staff  Imeresod, pleate contoct
exhibited at the 1% Annual Sustainability Pt i

Festival sponsored by the Frederick Priea ;

County Parks and Recreation Department. erealloyatiation va
According to the Parks and Recreation

invitation (Appendix F), the purpose of this _ . _
event was fAto provid cFigyre §: gql,l%}/ AlRNow developed an informational

expression for those interested in postcard to promote its u_pcoming clean air_ _
sustainabilityéby c onPRYAgR@RhYePntest fiysposicarg yvas distributed
the community with providers of at the New EdUcators Breakfast and mailed to 100
sustainab| eApmoaihatety B0o n sart gpachers, science teachers, and student club
booths and vendors were set-up at the sponsors in area schools.

festival and a variety of activities occurred
throughout the day, including hands-on
demonstrations and speakers.

The focus of the booth that Valley AIRNow staffed was the reduction of transportation energy use as a
means to protect local air quality. Those who visited the booth were invited to take a ride on the vehicle
simulator (Figure 10), an interactive component of the Virginia Clean Air Champions campaign. The
purpose of the vehicle simulator was to demonstrate the importance of proper tire inflation and its
environmental and economic effects. Children were also invited to participate by learning how to
properly measure the pressure of a small lawnmower tire using a tire gauge. Additionally, air quality
brochures and pamphlets were made available to the public and those who patrticipated in the hands-on
activities were given a free Clean Air Champions tire gauge.

Figure 10: The vehicle simulator was used as an
activity at the Frederick County Sustainability
Festival.
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x  School-based Awareness & Education Program

Educators Air Quality Action Day Program

Winchester Public Schools and Frederick County Public Schools again participated in the Air Quality
Action Day program for the 2008 ozone season. Each school system supported a designated clean air
coordinator who was responsible for receiving and disseminating Action Day Alerts throughout the
schools.

Idle Reduction Outreach Program

Last year, Valley AIRNow worked with local public and private schools on the launch of a program to

help educate parents, teachers, and students on the health and environmental effects associated with
vehicle engine idling in school zones. This initiative is centered on the

HEALTHY installation of complimentary Healthy Air Zone street signs (Figure 11) to

AIR ZON encourage parents to turn off their engines while parked in school zones.

To date Valley AIRNow has provided a total of 34 signs to the Winchester
and Frederick County Public School systems, where at least one sign is on
display at each school in the district.  Additionally, 21 signs have been
provided to several private schools and child care centers in the area,
including: Mountain View Christian Academy, Powhatan School, Rosedale

Belp Us KEED Our Christian Academy, and Winchester Academy.
Shenancoul Vidlcy BEAUTIFUL
Ploase Yorn Partner recruitment for Healthy Air Zones will continue in 2009, with a goal of

100% participation by private schools within the Winchester-Frederick
Your Engine Off County area. To help meet this goal, Valley AIRNow developed an

Lo - informational marketing flyer (Figure 3) that will be mailed to the remaining

schools and child care centers. The flyer provides a general overview of

Figure 11: Healthy Air the program and encourages partnership in the program.

Zone street sign.

For more information on the Valley AIRNow idle reduction initiative, visit
www.valleyairnow.com/idlereduction.htm.

Frederick County Public Schools Bus Idling Policy

Frederick County Public Schools promoted and enforced an idling policy for all County school buses.

This idling policy can be found i nwhithhisissued te dllédusi c k Co L
drivers in the school system. The policy lists guidelines on pre-trip inspections, idle reduction while

waiting to load/unload students, manufacturer recommendations on idle time at start-u p , and icol c
weat her starting. o

Clean Air Art Contest i Awards Ceremony

Last November, Valley AIRNow held an art contest for local pre-K i 12 students in celebration of
Thanksgiving and clean air. Young ar tyaqusandotonelp e as ke
improve the air that we b r e a t Sixenvinding pieces of artwork were selected from approximately 100

submissions. On February 1, 2008, Valley AIRNow partnered with a member of its AIRCorps program,

Executive Protection Systems (EPS), to host an awards ceremony for the six winning artists. At the

ceremony Valley AIRNow staff spoke on the importance of clean air and environmental stewardship by

the areads yout h, f ol | owe drhelingt plack winner wastawardeduatbicyslen o f aw
and helmet, generously sponsored by EPS. The other five selections were awarded various art kits

and easels sponsored by the Northern Virginia Petroleum Association (NVPA). Additionally, three child

care centers that submitted artwork for the contest were recognized as Exceptional Partners and given

art supply baskets, also donated by the NVPA. View Figure 12 below for photographs of the winners

taken at the awards ceremony.
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Figure 12: The winners of the Valley AIRNow clean air art contest attended an awards
ceremony on February 1, 2008. The winners included: A. Sophia Dorsey, First Place; B. Bailey
Taylor, Second Place; C. Grace Baggett, Honorable Mention; D. Sophia Addison, Honorable
Mention; E. Edward Buzalsky, Honorable Mention. Not pictured: Allison Ward, Third Place.

Customized Postage Stamps

Due to the strong response by the community to the student artwork submitted for the clean air art
contest, the top three winning pieces of art were used to create authentic, customized postage stamps.
The stamps (Figure 13) were personalized using Zazzle.comd an online, licensed United States Postal
Service vendor. The artwork served as the background for each stamp, which was then superimposed
by the Valley AIRNow motto: Do your share to preserve our airl The stamps will be used in the future
as an incentive for Valley AIRNow programs and to thank existing partners who have demonstrated
exceptional environmental stewardship.
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Figure 13: The top three winning pieces of artwork in the clean air art contest were used to
create Valley AIRNow postage stamps. These stamps were used as program incentives
and to thank existing partners.

Clean Air Photography Contest

In light of the success of the 2007 Thankful for Clean Air art contest, Valley AIRNow elected to hold a

second contest for K-12 students in the Northern Shenandoah Valley region. To attract an older
audience,the concept of a dHaaudehtt YhwtGgeaphy Staentsept wa:
would be asked to capture a snapshot of family, friends, or neighbors in the act of practicing air friendly

actions, such as: carpooling to a football game, refueling a vehicle after dusk, or taking an alternative

mode of transportation. The Organization of Art Management Students at Shenandoah University again

agreed to judge the submissions and a donation by Wal-Mart would contribute the contest incentives.

To promote the contest and generate interest with the high school studentsd an audience that was
absent from the 2007 art contestd Valley AIRNow staff employed several marketing tactics. A web
page was developed and published on the Valley AIRNow website at
www.valleyairnow.com/photocontest.htm. This page served as the primary resource for contest rules,
guidelines, and submission requirements. Additionally, a promotional postcard for K-12 educators was
developed (Figure 9). This postcard was distributed to over 200 new teachers at the Top of Virginia
Regi onal New BEducatoré Breakfast. It was also mailed to approximately 100 additional
science, art, and photojournalism teachers, and student club sponsors in both the public and private
school districts. However, due to the low number of submissions, the contest deadline was extended to
the spring of 2009. At this time, the contest will be re-promoted and additional marketing strategies will
be employed.
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x Employer-based Awareness & Education Program

Valley AIRCorps program

Valley AIRCorps is a no-cost, voluntary business outreach program that seeks to create, nurture, and
promote clean air partnerships with businesses in the Winchester-Frederick County area. The program
spreads the word about our air quality challenges and provides valuable public health networking as
discussed below.

The center of the AIRCorps program is membership in the Air Quality Action Day Network (AQAD)d a
network to inform the community of health risks on Code Orange Action Days and to take simple steps
to reduce smog-inducing emissions. Businesses participate by appointing a Clean Air Coordinator
(CAC), who subscribes to the AQAD email or fax notification system. When ozone levels are predicted
to be Code Orange or higher, Valley AIRNow then sends out a media release to each CAC. In return,
each AIRCorps member agrees to disseminate the AQAD information to all employees and/or
customers. This informational dispersion may take the form of one or more of the following methods:
email notification to all employees, a media release or AQAD poster displayed on employee message
boards, personalized AQAD poster displayed in heavily trafficked areas (e.g., waiting rooms, lobbies,
store windows, checkout registers, etc.), or verbal announcements to employees and/or customers
throughout the day. Additional methods of AQAD dissemination continue to be explored with current
AIRCorps Clean Air Coordinators.

As of December 2008, 39 Winchester-Frederick County businesses have enlisted in the Valley
AIRCorps program to receive Air Quality Action Day alerts. A current list of these businesses can be
viewed on the Valley AIRNow Web site at

http://www.valleyairnow.com/aircorpsmembers.htm. In an effort increase this number, Valley AIRNow
recently developed an informational marketing flyer (Figure 6). The flyer 1) provides a general
overview of the program, 2) highlights the many benefits of joining the AIRCorps program, and 3)
encourages businesses to register online at

http://www.valleyairnow.com/aircorpsregistration.htm. To date, Valley AIRNow has identified potential
partners in the areas of manufacturing, health care, senior care centers, child care centers, and health
and wellness. The flyer will be mailed to these targeted businesses in early 2009.

Idle Reduction Outreach Program

Last fall, Valley AIRNow developed an innovative program to educate area businesses and community
members on the health and environmental effects associated with vehicle engine idling. A variety of
free, educational tools were developed to promote the initiative, including an idle-reduction street sign
(Figure 11) that can be displayed in parking lots and other commercial areas where idling occurs.

To date, there are a total of 137 signs installed at various businesses in the region, including schools
and universities, child care centers, manufacturing corporations, petroleum distributors and retailers,
and transportation centers. The newest partners to Healthy Air Zones include:

Lord Fairfax Community College (4 signs)

Pactiv Corp. (manufacturer; 4 signs)

O6 Sul | i vrmamufakturdr;®&sigls, Figure 14)

Shenandoah University (11 signs)

Sonic Drive-In Restaurant (2 signs)

Winchester/Clearbrook Safety Rest Area (8 signs)

In addition to the 137 total signs installed, Valley AIRNow provided eight Healthy Air Zone signs to each
locality in the Northern Shenandoah Valley in an attempt to create a comprehensive, regional idle
reduction network. This concept will continue to be explored in 2009.
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In an effort to expand the Healthy Air
Zone program, Valley AIRNow
developed an informational
recruitment flyer (Figure 6) this fall.
The flyer provides a general overview
of the program and promotes the
distribution of free Healthy Air Zone
signs to businesses interested in
displaying them. The flyer will be
mailed in early 2009 to recruit new
partners and will target specific types
of business and industry, including:
the remainder of schools and child
care centers in the region,
manufacturing corporations, health

care  professionals, senior care
centers, and health and wellness
centers. Valley AIRNow hopes to
reach a goal of 200 signs installed in
the Northern Shenandoah Valley by
May of 20009.

Figure 14: Valley AIRNow and Od&sullivan staff members
pose with a newly installed Healthy Air Zone sign on the
facilities of O&ullivan Films in Winchester, VA.

For more information on the Valley AIRNow idle reduction initiative, visit
www.valleyairnow.com/idlereduction.htm.

Business Sponsorship

During 2008 a handful of Valley AIRCorps members exceeded their basic program membership by
sponsoring the clean air art contest for local pre-K i 12 students. Executive Protection Systems (EPS),
NetTech Center of Winchester, and the Northern Virginia Petroleum Association (NVPA) served as
sponsors for the contest and provided each of the six winners with generous prizes. These prizes were
distributed to the winners on February 1 during an awards ceremony held at EPS. In addition to the
student honorees, three local child care centers were recognized at the event as well. Fremont Street
Nursery, Shenandoah Child Care Center, and Winchester Day Nursery were each recognized as
Exceptional partners and given art supply gift baskets donated by NVPA.

This fall, Wal-Ma r t agreed to serve as a sponsor -Haonrdetdlde u,
photography contest.

Customized Postage Stamps

Due to the success of the clean air art contest (Page 18), the top three pieces of student artwork were
used to create authentic, customized postage stamps. The stamps (Figure 13) were personalized
using an on-line, licensed United States Postal Service vendor. The artwork served as the background
for each stamp, which was then superimposed by the Valley AIRNow motto: Do your share to preserve
our air!

Samples of the stamps were sent this holiday season to all existing AIRCorps members via a custom

Valley AIRNow holiday greeting card (Figure 15). The hol i day card highlights th
in air quality since 2002 and thanks those businesses who have supported the program through the

years. The stamps will also be used in the future as an incentive for the Valley AIRCorps program and

to thank existing business partners who have demonstrated exceptional environmental stewardship.
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