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I. Introduction 
 
A. Project History & Organization 
 
In December 2002, Virginia, along with 32 other states, submitted compact agreements to the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) pledging to meet the 1997 8-hour ozone standard earlier than 
required by the Clean Air Act. These agreements, referred to as Early Action Compacts (EACs) 
required the states to meet a number of criteria, in addition to meeting certain milestones. The most 
significant milestone was that the EAC areas had to be in attainment by December 31, 2007, based on 
air quality data from 2005, 2006, and 2007.  Two localities in Virginia were identified as ozone Early 
Action Compact areas: Winchester-Frederick County (Northern Shenandoah Valley) and Roanoke. 
 
The EAC process in the Northern Shenandoah Valley (NSV) area began immediately in 2002 with the 
1) establishment of the NSV Air Quality Improvement Task Force and, 2) the formal development and 
signing of the Early Action Compact in December.  In the years that followed, a series of required 
documents were produced.  Provided below is a listing and timeline of the products and documents 
provided by the NSV EAC effort: 
 

 December 31, 2002 ï Early Action Compact for the Northern Shenandoah Valley Area. 

 June 16, 2003 ï Potential local control list submission. 

 June 30, 2003 ï 1st Semi-Annual Status Report, January to June 2003. 

 December 31, 2003 ï 2nd Semi-Annual Status Report, July to December 2003. 

 March 31, 2004 ï Ozone Early Action Plan for the Northern Shenandoah Valley Area. 

 June 30, 2004 ï 3rd Semi-Annual Status Report, January to June 2004. 

 December 31, 2004 ï State Implementation Plan. 

 June 30, 2005 ï 4th Semi-Annual Status Report, January to June 2005. 

 December 30, 2005 ï 5th Semi-Annual Status Report, July to December 2005. 

 June 30, 2006 ï 6th Semi-Annual Status Report, January to June 2006. 

 December 31, 2006 ï 7th Semi-Annual Status Report, July to December 2006. 

 June 30, 2007 ï 8th Semi-Annual Status Report, January to June 2007. 

 December 31, 2007 ï 9th Semi-Annual Status Report, July to December 2007. 
 
Note: These documents, along with other information concerning the EAC program and other EAC 
areas, can be viewed at and retrieved from the following Web sites: 
 

 EPA - http://www.epa.gov/ttn/naaqs/ozone/eac/index.htm 

 Valley AIRNow - http://www.valleyairnow.com/Reports&Meetings.htm#Submittals 
 
On March 27, 2008, the EPA designated the Northern Shenandoah Valley EAC area as in attainment 
with the 1997 ground-level ozone standard.  Consequently, the 9th semi-annual status report 
represented the NSVôs final document submission as required under the Early Action Compact 
program.  However, the Northern Shenandoah Valley, under the administration of the Valley AIRNow 
outreach program and the Air Quality Improvement Task Force, continue to voluntarily address ground-
level ozone air pollution in the area.   
 
This voluntary program summary report documents the major actions, milestones, and events that have 
occurred since the submission of the 9th Semi-Annual Status Report. 
 

 
  

http://www.epa.gov/ttn/naaqs/ozone/eac/index.htm
http://www.valleyairnow.com/Reports&Meetings.htm#Submittals
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B. Summary of Events 

 
Provided below is a listing of major events held and actions taken during 2008 toward the preservation 
of local air quality and public health.   
 
January 31, 2008 ï The Environmental Protection Agency announced its plans to designate 13 areas 
across the U.S., including the Northern Shenandoah Valley, as attaining the 1997 8-hour ozone 
standard under Early Action Compact agreements.  For more information, view the press release 
located in Appendix A-66.  
 
February 1, 2008 ï Valley AIRNow partnered with Executive Protection Systems to host an awards 
ceremony for the winners of the Valley AIRNow clean air art contest.  Refer to page 18 for additional 
details on the event.   
 
February 6, 2008 ï The Northern Shenandoah Valley region was listed in the Federal Register as a 
proposed Early Action Compact area to be designated attainment for the 8-hour ozone standard.  Refer 
to Appendix A-69 to view the Federal Register announcement. 
 
February 7, 2008 ï TV-3 Winchester interviewed members of the Air Quality Improvement Task Force 
and aired a story covering the Northern Shenandoah Valleyôs proposed ozone attainment designation 
by the EPA.   Refer to page 16 or Appendix A-74 for additional information. 
 
February 13, 2008 ï Executive Protection Systems submitted a press release to area media outlets 
highlighting the February 1 awards ceremony for the Valley AIRNow clean air art contest.    Refer to 
Appendix A-67 to view the press release.   
 
February 15, 2008 ï Valley AIRNow attended a meeting of the Greater Shenandoah Valley 
Environmental Education Alliance.   
 
March 5, 2008 ï The Northern Shenandoah Valley Air Quality Improvement Task Force meeting was 
administered by Valley AIRNow. 
 
March 12, 2008 ï The Environmental Protection Agency announced the strengthening of the national 
ambient air quality standard for ground-level ozone.  The standard was strengthened from the 1997 8-
hour ozone standard of 0.085 parts per million (ppm), to a new 8-hour standard of 0.075 ppm.  Refer to 
Appendix A-75 for the official press release.   
 
April 2, 2008 ï The Northern Shenandoah Valley Air Quality Improvement Task Force meeting was 
administered by Valley AIRNow. 
 
April 6 - 9, 2008 ï Valley AIRNow staff attended the 2008 National Air Quality Conference held in 
Portland, Oregon.  The conference provided an opportunity to meet with air quality professionals from 
federal, state, local and tribal air pollution organizations from across the nation.  On April 8, Valley 
AIRNow presented a poster that highlighted the success of the idle reduction sign initiative.  For more 
information on the 2008 National Air Quality Conference, refer to page 14 or Appendix B. 
 
April 15, 2008 ï The Northern Shenandoah Valley region was officially designated by the EPA as in 
attainment with the 8-hour ozone standard. 
 
April 19, 2008 ï Valley AIRNow collaborated with SHENAIR to host an advanced vehicle Ride-and-
Drive and environmental education fair at James Madison University.  Refer to page 15 and Appendix 
C for additional information. 
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April 23, 2008 ï Valley AIRNow collaborated with Shenandoah University to launch an idle reduction 
information campaign.  Shenandoah Universityôs student paper, the Shenandoah Sun, printed an article 
entitled, ñShut it off!ò  Refer to Appendix A-80 for more information.   
 
April 28 - May 2, 2008 ï The Environmental Protection Agency and National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) partnered to host the 2008 Air Quality Awareness Week.  Valley AIRNow 
submitted a press release to local media outlets entitled, ñBe óAir Awareô during Air Quality Awareness 
Weekò.  Several newspapers and radio stations, including The Northern Virginia Daily and WINC-FM, 
covered the story.  Additionally, Valley AIRNow posted a different ozone tip of the day on its website.   
Visit the Air Quality Awareness Week web site at http://www.epa.gov/airnow/airaware/, or refer to page 
12, for additional information.   
 
May 2008 ï Valley AIRNow was awarded a óBô grade in the 2008 American Lung Associationôs State of 
the Air report, based on air quality data from 2004 ï 2006.   
 
May 1, 2008 ï Valley AIRNow disseminated a press release (Appendix A-82) to Winchester-Frederick 
County news media announcing the onset of the 2008 ozone season.  The press release also 
highlighted specific measures that community members could take to reduce individual, ozone-inducing 
emissions.  
 
May 2 - 3, 2008 ï The Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival Kids Bloominô Mile and adult 10K races 
were held.  Valley AIRNow placed a custom informational ozone bookmark (Appendix D) in 2,000 
runnerôs packets.  Refer to page 16 for more details.   
 
May 15, 2008 ï Valley AIRNow staff attended a local environmental conference entitled Quality of 
Life/Air Quality in the Shenandoah Valley: Affordable Green Strategies for Counties, Cities and Towns, 
sponsored by the SHENAIR local government committee and the Northern Shenandoah Valley 
Regional Commission.  Valley AIRNow presented on several of its successful, cost-effective clean air 
programs, including the Healthy Air Zone initiative, and provided each locality within the region with a 
free idle reduction sign.  For more information on the Quality of Life conference, refer to page 14 or 
Appendix E.  
 
May 16, 2008 ï Valley AIRNow staff attended the Greater Shenandoah Valley Environmental 
Education Alliance meeting. 
 
June 4, 2008 ï The Northern Shenandoah Valley Air Quality Improvement Task Force meeting was 
administered by Valley AIRNow. 
 
June 11, 2008 ï Valley AIRNow presented to the Frederick County Board of Supervisors.  The Board 
was briefed on the recent improvements of air quality in the region, news on the strengthening of the 
federal ozone standard, and several successful Valley AIRNow outreach programs.   
 
June 12, 2008 ï Valley AIRNow presented to the Winchester City Councilôs Public Services 
Committee.  The Committee was briefed on the recent improvements of air quality in the region, news 
on the strengthening of the federal ozone standard, and several successful Valley AIRNow outreach 
programs.   
 
July 17, 2008 ï The Northern Shenandoah Valley experienced its first Air Quality Action Day of the 
season with an 8-hour average of 79 parts per billion (ppb).   
 
July 29, 2008 ï The Northern Shenandoah Valley experienced an Air Quality Action Day with an 8-
hour average of 81 ppb. 
 

http://www.epa.gov/airnow/airaware/
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August 6, 2008 ï The Northern Shenandoah Valley Air Quality Improvement Task Force meeting was 
administered by Valley AIRNow. 
 
August 22, 2008 ï Valley AIRNow distributed informational air quality materials to over 200 first-year 
K-12 teachers at the New Educators Breakfastðan event hosted by the Top of Virginia Regional 
Business Chamber. Refer to page 17 for more information. 
 
September 23, 2008 ï Valley AIRNow and SHENAIR staff hosted the Greater Shenandoah Valley 
Environmental Education Alliance meeting at James Madison University.  Refer to page 15 for more 
details.   
 
September - November 2008 ï Valley AIRNow developed promotional flyers for its Healthy Air Zone 
and AIRCorps programs to disseminate to targeted businesses in the Northern Shenandoah Valley 
region.   
 
October 1, 2008 ï The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality announced its seasonal 
suspension of daily ozone forecasts for the Northern Shenandoah Valley.  Refer to Appendix A-86 for 
the full press release. 
 
October 4, 2008 ï Valley AIRNow staff exhibited at the 1st annual Frederick County Sustainability 
Festival sponsored by the County of Frederick Parks & Recreation department.  The focus of the booth 
that Valley AIRNow staffed was the reduction of transportation energy use as a means to protect local 
air quality.  Refer to Appendix F for additional details on the festival.   
 
November 12, 2008 ï The Northern Shenandoah Valley Air Quality Improvement Task Force meeting 
was administered by Valley AIRNow. 
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II. Outreach Programs & Activities  
 

This section describes the outreach programs and events that occurred or progressed during 2008.  
Each activity targets one or more of the following audiences: pre-K ï 12 students and teachers, civic 
groups, health professionals, local government, area businesses, media outlets, and the general public.  
The intent of these programs is to inform the public about the link between their lifestyle choices and air 
pollution by emphasizing simple measures they can take to improve the overall air quality of the 
Northern Shenandoah Valley area.   
 

A. General Public Awareness & Education Program 
 
Valley AIRNow Air Quality Hotline 
The air quality hotline provides: 1) daily air quality forecasts during ozone season, 2) information about 
how to contact Valley AIRNow, and 3) messaging-service capabilities. The hotline number is (540) 450-
2207. During the off season (October ï April), the hotline is operable only in its messaging-service 
capabilities. Although the forecasting service is suspended during this time, the hotline continues to 
provide the community with a message center to voice any questions or concerns.   
 
Valley AIRNow Email System 
The community can contact Valley AIRNow via email at: info@valleyairnow.com. The system is 
checked for messages every weekday, and responses are returned promptly within one business day 
or less. 
 
Valley AIRNow Web Site 
The Valley AIRNow web site can be accessed at: www.valleyairnow.com.  Air quality information is 
added on a weekly basis to keep local residents informed of the most current and up-to-date news on 
ground-level ozone. In addition, the community can stay informed of recent and upcoming Valley 
AIRNow events by visiting the ñNews & Updatesò page at 
http://www.valleyairnow.com/newsandupdates.html. Other staples of the Valley AIRNow Web site 
include Task Force meeting materials, EPA submittals, congestion and haze web cameras, and a local 
air quality Media Center.  
 
The newest informational feature to the Valley AIRNow Web site is Air Updateðan online tool 
developed by Sonoma Technology that allows registered organizations to display Air Quality Index 
forecasts on their Web sites.  For the Winchester-Frederick County area, the Air Update console 
automatically updates with the most current air quality forecast based on data from the Virginia 
Department of Environmental Quality.   
 
Valley AIRNow also continues to partner with the Federal Highway Administrationôs It All Adds Up to 
Cleaner Air initiative to make seasonal air quality web content available at www.valleyairnow.com. This 
content can be viewed by clicking the ñWhat Can We Doò tab or by pasting 
http://www.valleyairnow.com/whatcanwedo.html into a web browser.   
 
News Coverage (PRINT) 
The Winchester Star and Northern Virginia Daily have published several articles related to Valley 
AIRNow events, transportation, land use, green space preservation, and air quality issues in the area 
(Appendix A). 
 

 January 16, 2008: ñMPO OKs Va. 7 Studyò (Includes information on a VDOT-funded study that 
will integrate bicycle and pedestrian accommodations; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-1). 

 February 12, 2008: ñFrederick Planners Review Va. 37 Studyò (Includes information on 
transportation plans to decrease travel time; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-2). 

mailto:info@valleyairnow.com
http://www.valleyairnow.com/
http://www.valleyairnow.com/newsandupdates.html
http://www.valleyairnow.com/
http://www.valleyairnow.com/whatcanwedo.html
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 February 27, 2008: ñMixed-use Plan Gets a Closer Lookò (Highlights the discussion of a mixed-
use residential, commercial, and industrial development in Stephens City; The Winchester Star, 
Appendix A-4). 

 February 29, 2008: ñFarmland Funds Announcedò (Highlights the awarding of preservation land 
funding to the county to help preserve farmland and open spaces; The Winchester Star, 
Appendix A-6). 

 March 5, 2008: ñMPO Proposes Road Studiesò (Includes information on transportation plans to 
decrease travel time; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-7). 

 March 15, 2008: ñOrndorff: School Traffic Congestion Becomes Issueò (Includes an update on 
the Winchester Green Circle project; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-9). 

 March 17, 2008: ñCity Residents Get Some Breathing Roomò (Highlights the current status of 
local air quality and how the region may be affected by the more stringent ozone standard; 
Northern Virginia Daily, Appendix A-11). 

 April 5, 2008: ñSoftware Enables Analysis: EDC is Tracking Business Trendsò (Includes EDC 
update on changes in EPA air quality standard, The Winchester Star, Appendix A-13). 

 April 24, 2008: ñAir Quality Awareness Weekò (Announces Valley AIRNow events during 
National Air Quality Awareness Week; We Love Shenandoah section of The Northern Virginia 
Daily, Appendix A-15).   

 May 13, 2008: ñTiming Fix Streamlines Traffic Flowò (Highlights a VDOT project to adjust the 
timing of area traffic lights, resulting in a reduction of vehicle emissions; The Winchester Star, 
Appendix A-16). 

 June 9, 2008: ñIs It Hot Enough For You?ò (Includes information on local air quality and 
associated health risks during an extreme heat event; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-19). 

 June 12, 2008: ñAir Still Healthy Despite Hot Daysò (Highlights a presentation by Valley AIRNow 
to the County Board of Supervisors; Northern Virginia Daily, Appendix A-21). 

 June 12, 2008: ñSupervisors Hear Presentation on Efforts to Improve Local Air Qualityò 
(Highlights a presentation by Valley AIRNow to the County Board of Supervisors; The 
Winchester Star, Appendix A-23). 

 June 18, 2008: ñDrivers Encouraged to óDump the Pumpôò (Highlights a Winchester Public 
Transit event to encourage residents to take public transportation; The Winchester Star, 
Appendix A-25).   

 June 19, 2008: ñLand-use Proposal Receives Praiseò (Highlights a development plan to 
successfully integrate land use and transportation choices; Northern Virginia Daily, Appendix A-
26).   

 July 1, 2008: ñShenandoah Summer Likely to See Spike in Ozone Levelsò (Provides an 
overview of historical and projected air quality trends in the region; Northern Virginia Daily, 
Appendix A-28). 

 July 2, 2008: ñCounty Zoning Change May Limit Size, Density of Lotsò (Discusses a plan to 
preserve open space in the county; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-30). 

 July 8, 2008: ñChanges in Signal Timing Could Improve Traffic Flowò (Announces additional 
VDOT studies to coordinate traffic signals to improve traffic flow, reduce vehicle emissions, and 
improve air quality; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-32). 

 July 11, 2008: ñGas Prices Prompt Spike in Public Transitò (Highlights the recent increase in 
public transportation use; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-34). 

 July 23, 2008: ñResidents Offer Ideas for Cityôs Futureò (Highlights a public workshop to help 
guide future land use and development practices; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-36). 

 July 29, 2008: ñOfficial Praises Advantages of Preserving Landò (Highlights a state program to 
place land under a conservation easement to preserve open space and prevent development; 
The Winchester Star, Appendix A-38). 

 August 11, 2008: ñContest Inspires óGreenô Thinkingò (Highlights a state competition of local 
governments to focus on solutions to energy and climate change; The Winchester Star, 
Appendix A-40). 



 

7 2008 Valley AIRNow Program Summary 

 

 August 12, 2008: ñFrederick Authority Promotes Easementò (Highlights the donation of 
conservation land easements via the Frederick County Easement Authority; Northern Virginia 
Daily, Appendix A-42). 

 August 16, 2008: ñFederal Funds to Help Out With Green Circle Projectò (Highlights the transfer 
of federal grant funds to the Green Circle multi-modal project; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-
44). 

 August 23, 2008: ñVDOT Updates Web Site on Roadsò (Includes information on traffic 
congestion, gas saving tips, and alternative transportation options; The Winchester Star, 
Appendix A-45). 

 August 23, 2008: ñôNew Urbanismô: Residential Meets Commercial at óThe Cornersô 
Developmentò (Highlights recently adopted new urbanism principles with the development of a 
mixed-use community; Northern Virginia Daily, Appendix A-46). 

 August 29, 2008: ñTransit Plan Set for Study in Frederickò (Highlights the study of additional 
public transportation for the County; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-48). 

 October 9, 2008: ñBoard Looks to Cut Energy Costsò (Highlights the findings from an audit of the 
countyôs energy use; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-49). 

 September 25, 2008: ñFrederick Hopes to Trim its Energy Costsò (Highlights the findings from 
an audit of the countyôs energy use; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-51). 

 October 9, 2008: ñA Landowners Wish: óCow Pasture Foreverôò (Highlights the first donation of a 
land easement via the Frederick County Easement Authority; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-
52). 

 October 23, 2008: ñCity Wins óGreenô Designation for Environmentally Friendly Effortsò 
(Highlights the awarding of Winchester as a ñGreen Governmentò by the Virginia Municipal 
League; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-55). 

 November 3, 2008: ñFrederick Seeks Input on Future of its Rural Areasò (Discusses the need for 
public input on several strategies to preserve open space in the county; The Winchester Star, 
Appendix A-57). 

 November 4, 2008: ñCitizens Weigh in on Rural Outlookò (Highlights a meeting for the general 
public to discuss land development and open space in the county; The Winchester Star, 
Appendix A-58). 

 November 10, 2008: ñVa. Joins Other States in I-81 Effortsò (Highlights the recent establishment 
of a multi-state group to address air quality, among other needs, along the I-81 corridor; 
Northern Virginia Daily, Appendix A-60).  

 November 14, 2008: ñStates Cooperate on I-81 Enhancementsò (Highlights the recent 
establishment of a multi-state group to address air quality, among other needs, along the I-81 
corridor; The Winchester Star, Appendix A-62). 

 December 3, 2008: ñSession Will Seek Residentsô Thoughts on Future of Va. 7ò (Highlights a 
meeting of the general public to discuss the future of a multi-modal corridor; The Winchester 
Star, Appendix A-64). 
 

Other related articles, press releases, and reports from various resources, include: 
 

 January 31, 2008: ñCommunities Reduce Smog Ahead of Scheduleò (EPA Press Release, 
Appendix A-66). 

 February 1, 2008: ñExecutive Protection Systems and Valley AIRNow Honor Art Contest 
Winnersò (Executive Protection Systems Press Release, Appendix A-67). 

 February 6, 2008: ñFinal 8-Hour Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards Designations for 
the Early Action Compact Areasò (Federal Register, Vol. 73, No. 25, Appendix A-69). 

 February 7, 2008: ñFrederick County Reaches Ozone Standardò (TV-3 Winchester at 
www.tv3winchester.com, Appendix A-74). 

 March 12, 2008: ñEPA Strengthens Smog Standards to Better Protect Public Health and the 
Environmentò (EPA Press Release, Appendix A-75). 

http://www.tv3winchester.com/
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 April 18, 2008: ñOzone Season Reminder & Valley AIRCorps Partnershipò (OôSullivan Films 
Press Release, Appendix A-77). 

 April 22, 2008: ñVirginia Air Quality Rules for Ozone Now Provide Greater Health Protectionò 
(VDEQ Press Release, Appendix A-78). 

 April 24, 2008: ñAir Awareness Weekò (TV-3 Winchester at www.tv3winchester.com, Appendix 
A-79). 

 April 23, 2008: ñShut It Off!ò (The Shenandoah Sun, Vol. 15, No. 28, Appendix A-80). 

 April 28, 2008: ñBe óAir Awareô During Air Quality Awareness Weekò (Valley AIRNow Press 
Release, Appendix A-81). 

 May 1, 2008: ñNorthern Shenandoah Valley Enters Ozone Seasonò (Valley AIRNow Press 
Release, Appendix A-82). 

 May 2008: The American Lung Associationôs ñState of the Air: 2008ò report was made available 
to the public.  The full report can be viewed on-line by visiting http://www.stateoftheair.org/.   

 May 19, 2008: ñThe Shenandoah Valley is Going Greenò (Northern Shenandoah Valley 
Regional Commission Press Release, Appendix A-83). 

 September 4, 2008: ñOzone Alertò (Highlights an ozone alert issued by the VDEQ; TV-3 
Winchester at www.tv3winchester.com, Appendix A-85). 

 October 1, 2008: ñSeasonal Suspension of Daily Ozone Forecasts for Richmond, Hampton 
Roads, Winchester, and Roanoke as of 10/1éò (Appendix A-86). 

 
News Coverage (RADIO) 
WINC-FM, a popular contemporary music radio station in the area, interviewed Valley AIRNow on April 
28 regarding its collaboration with National Air Quality Awareness Week.  The radio group also 
contacted VDEQ representatives and reported on local air quality news on August 7 and September 29.   
 
News Coverage (TELEVISION) 
Valley AIRNow staff and members of the Air Quality Improvement Task Force were interviewed on 
several occasions throughout the year by the local television news station, TV-3 Winchester.  On 
February 7 following the Federal Register announcement, TV-3 aired a story covering the Northern 
Shenandoah Valleyôs proposed ozone attainment designation by the EPA. Then, in preparation for 
National Air Quality Awareness Week, TV-3 interviewed a member of the Task Force to highlight the 
Valley AIRNow Healthy Air Zone program, and to provide the community with tips to reduce their 
emissions.  This news segment was aired on April 24, 2008. 
 

 
Air Quality Action Day Program 
The Air Quality Action Day Program (AQAD) is a five-dimension 
network created by Valley AIRNow upon its establishment in 
2005. The groups in this network that are alerted of an Air Quality 
Action Day are:  
 

 Business (via the Valley AIRCorps business program); 

 Education (public/private schools, child care centers);  

 Government (City/County officials, departments, staff); 

 Health (health-care professionals, senior care centers);  

 Media (local radio, television, newspaper outlets); and, 

 General Public (enrollment via the on-line AQAD form). 
 
 
 
  

Figure 1: Sample AQAD alert. 

http://www.tv3winchester.com/
http://www.stateoftheair.org/
http://www.tv3winchester.com/
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If enacted, the AQAD protocol is as follows:  
When the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality forecasts ozone levels for the next day to 
reach the Code Orange level or higher, the Valley AIRNow team alerts the AQAD Network by sending 
an email or fax press release (Figure 1 and Appendix G).    The general public is then alerted mainly 
through the media, business, and health dimensions. Local newspapers run stories, while area radio 
stations run public service announcements. Businesses, health-care providers, and local government 
offices share the alert with all employees andðif applicableðcustomers, by displaying informative 
posters in high-visibility areas, offering incentives for participation in emissions-reduction activities, 
displaying the AQAD Alert on their message boards, etc.  
 
The Air Quality Action Day program is free and completely voluntary.  Businesses and individuals are 
encouraged to enroll by completing the on-line AQAD form at www.valleyairnow.com, or by sending a 
request to info@valleyairnow.com.     

  
Expanded Ozone Forecasting (INTERNET) 
Air quality forecasts for the Northern Shenandoah Valley are made available through several 
notification systems, which include: 

 The American Lung Associationôs (ALA) Smog Alert system.  Interested individuals may 
subscribe to receive ozone forecasts for the Winchester area by sending an email to the local 
Smog Alert system at smogalertwinchester-subscribe@topica.com.   

 The Virginia Department of Environmental Qualityôs DEQcastðInfo on Demand.  By signing 
up for DEQCast at http://www.deq.state.va.us/lists/, individuals can have air quality forecasts 
and health alerts, along with other VDEQ news and public information, delivered to their inbox.   

 The Valley AIRNow Air Quality Action Day (AQAD) program.  Local businesses and 
individuals are encouraged to enroll by completing the on-line AQAD form at 
www.valleyairnow.com, or by sending a request to info@valleyairnow.com.     

 
Links for the general public to join the ALA or VDEQ notification systems are available year-round at 
the Valley AIRNow web site.  Simply follow the ñCurrent Air Qualityò navigation bar 
(www.valleyairnow.com/currentairquality.html) to view the various options. 
 
In addition, real-time ozone data for Winchester-Frederick County are available during ozone season in 
a variety of formats.  Updated links and information to these resources can be found on the Valley 
AIRNow Web site at www.valleyairnow.com/currentairquality.html.  Two of the more recent, dynamic 
resources include: 

 Air Update ï an on-line air quality forecast console that automatically updates with the most 
current air quality forecast for Winchester-Frederick County based on data from the Virginia 
Department of Environmental Quality. 

 Google Earth (Figure 2) - air quality forecasts and current conditions can be viewed using this 
increasingly popular tool.  A link is provided on the Valley AIRNow web site that directs visitors 
to download the AIRNow Keyhole Markup Language (KML) files.  These files are needed to 
display the data on the virtual globe.  Once downloaded, the information tool accesses the 
AIRNow database hourly so that the Air Quality Index displays the most current air quality 
conditions for Winchester-Frederick County.     

http://www.valleyairnow.com/
mailto:info@valleyairnow.com
mailto:smogalertwinchester-subscribe@topica.com
http://www.deq.state.va.us/lists/
http://www.valleyairnow.com/
mailto:info@valleyairnow.com
http://www.valleyairnow.com/currentairquality.html
http://www.valleyairnow.com/currentairquality.html
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Figure 2: Initial view of the Air Quality Index in Google Earth. 
 
Expanded Ozone Forecasting (TELEVISION) 
Valley AIRNow continues to work with TV-3 Winchester and WAZT-TV to provide local air quality 
information and forecasts.  During ozone season, TV-3 Winchesterðan ABC affiliate serving the 
Winchester-Frederick County areaðagreed to provide alerts to the community on pending Air Quality 
Action Days.  WAZT-TV, a Christian television network serving the entire Shenandoah Valley, 
continued to integrate daily ozone forecasts for Winchester-Frederick County into a local cutaway 
during its ñCBN Newscastò program.   
 
Also during the 2008 ozone season, The Weather Channel continued to display the words ñValley 
AIRNow Air Quality Outreach Programò on its ñLocal on the 8ôsò segment in the event of a forecasted 
Action Day.     
 
Expanded Ozone Forecasting (PRINT) 
During the 2008 ozone season, The Winchester Star published air quality forecasts in its daily edition.   
 
Variable Message Signs 
The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) activates highway variable message signs when 
VDEQ forecasts an Air Quality Action Day. The message signs display the words ñAir Action Dayò to 
inform motorists of a potential 8-hour ozone exceedance.  VDOT currently operates two variable 
message signs on Interstate-81 in the Northern Shenandoah Valley. 
 
Traffic and Visibility Web Cameras 
Traffic and visibility webcams are made available to the public year round on the Valley AIRNow 
website.  VDOT maintains 18 IP-addressable cameras throughout the District along Rt. 55, I-81, and I-
66.  A link to these webcams, as well as a visibility camera overlooking the Potomac River in 
Washington, D.C., is available on the Valley AIRNow homepage.   
 
Materials Development, Adaptation, and Revision 
Valley AIRNow continues to adapt and revise existing air quality materials as needed for Winchester-
Frederick County civic groups, businesses, government, schools, health-care providers, and community 
members. This includes Valley AIRNow posters, brochures, memorandums, public service 
announcements, as well as air quality curricula for public and private schools. 
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In addition to existing materials, new air quality materials will be developed on an ongoing basis. 
Material development for 2008 includes: 
 

1. SCHOOLS 
 
- In 2007, Valley AIRNow developed an innovative idle 

reduction program to encourage parents parked in 
school zones to turn off their engines.  As part of this 
initiative, Healthy Air Zone street signs were installed at 
all public schools in the Winchester-Frederick County 
area.  This year, in an effort to partner with private 
schools and child care centers in the region, Valley 
AIRNow developed an informational recruitment flyer 
(Figure 3 and Appendix H-1).  The flyer provides a 
general overview of the program and promotes the 
distribution of free Healthy Air Zone signs to interested 
schools and businesses.  The flyer will be mailed in 
early 2009 to recruit new partners. 
 

- Last November, Valley AIRNow held an art contest for 
local pre-K ï 12 students in celebration of Thanksgiving 
and clean air.  Young artists were asked to address the 
theme ñWhat you can do to help improve the air that we 
breathe!ò  Three winning pieces of artwork were 
selected from approximately 100 submissions.  On 
February 1, 2008, Valley AIRNow partnered with a 
member of its AIRCorps program, Executive Protection 
Systems (EPS), to host an awards ceremony for the 
winning artists.  Valley AIRNow, in collaboration with 
EPS, submitted a press release to local media outlets 
announcing the event.  Refer to Appendix A-67 to view 
this release. 

 
- Due to the strong response of the winning artwork by the NSV Air Quality Improvement Task Force 

and other Valley AIRNow partners, the three winning student submissions were used to create 
customized postage stamps.  The postage stamps (Figure 13) were developed using an online, 
licensed United States Postal Service vendor.  The stamps will be used in the future as an incentive 
for Valley AIRNow programs and to thank existing partners. 

 
- In the fall of 2008, Valley AIRNow formulated its second annual clean air contest for area students--

-the óCaught You Green-Handedô photography contest.  A web page to promote the contest was 
developed and published on the Valley AIRNow website at 
www.valleyairnow.com/photocontest.htm. Additionally, a promotional postcard for Northern 
Shenandoah Valley educators was created (Figure 9 and Appendix I).  This postcard was 
distributed to over 200 new K-12 teachers at the Top of Virginia Regional Chamberôs New 
Educators Breakfast and mailed to approximately 100 additional science teachers, art teachers, and 
student club sponsors.   

  

Figure 3: Healthy Air Zones flyer 

developed by Valley AIRNow. 

http://www.valleyairnow.com/photocontest.htm
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2. GENERAL PUBLIC 
 
- Valley AIRNow, in collaboration with The SHENAIR Institute, developed a research poster to 

present at various conferences and workshops throughout the state.  The poster highlights recent 
work in air quality Education, Scholarship, Decision Maker Support, and Stewardship.  One of 
Valley AIRNowôs most successful programsðthe idle reduction sign initiativeðis highlighted under 
the Stewardship dimension.  This poster was presented on April 8 at the National Air Quality 
Conference held in Portland, Oregon. 

 
- In celebration of Earth Day, Valley AIRNow again collaborated with The SHENAIR Institute to host 

an advanced vehicle Ride-and-Drive and environmental education fair at James Madison 
University.  Several promotional materials were developed including an event flyer (Figure 7).   

 
- During National Air Quality Awareness Week, 
Valley AIRNow developed a press release entitled, ñBe óAir 
Awareô During Air Quality Awareness Weekò (Appendix A-
81).  This release announced the event and listed ways in 
which the community could contribute to clean air.  Valley 
AIRNow also brainstormed seven clean air Tips of the Day 
(Figure 4) and displayed a new tip each day at the Valley 
AIRNow homepage.  These tips can be viewed below in 
Figure 5. 
 

- Valley AIRNow developed and disseminated a press 
release (Appendix A-82) announcing the onset of the 2008 
ozone season. The release also highlighted specific 
measures that community members could take to reduce 
individual, ozone-inducing emissions.  

 
- Valley AIRNow revised its informational ozone bookmark to be double-sided and include program 

contact information (refer to Figure 8).  This updated bookmark was placed in 2,000 participant 
packets at the 2008 Shenandoah Apple Blossom races.   

 

 
                                           
 
 

Figure 4: Air Aware Tip of the 
Day link button located on the 

Valley AIRNow website. 

A. B. 
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3. BUSINESS & HEALTH 

 
- In 2007, Valley AIRNow developed an innovative idle reduction program to encourage drivers to 

turn off their engines while parked.  As part of this initiative, Healthy Air Zone street signs were 
installed at various businesses in the Northern Shenandoah Valley region.  This year, in an effort to 
partner with additional businesses and health care providers in the region, Valley AIRNow 
developed an informational recruitment flyer (Figure 3, Appendix H-1).  The flyer provides a general 
overview of the program and promotes the distribution of free Healthy Air Zone signs to businesses 
interested in displaying them.  The flyer will be mailed in early 2009 to recruit new partners. 
 

C. D. 

E. 

Figure 5: A Tip of the Day was 
posted each day on the Valley 
AIRNow homepage during 
National Air Quality Awareness 
Week (April 28 ï May 2, 2008).  
The tips encouraged visitors 
to: A. Practice regular car 
maintenance; B. Combine 
errands into one trip; C. Do not 
overfill at the gas pump; D. 
Share a ride with family, 
friends, or neighbors; E. 
Properly inflate your vehicleôs 

tires. 
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- Valley AIRNow developed customized postage 
stamps (Figure 13) using the three winning pieces of 
artwork from the 2007 Thankful for Clean Air art 
contest.  These stamps will be used in the future as an 
incentive for the Valley AIRCorps business outreach 
program.  Additionally, as a thank you to existing 
program partners, Valley AIRNow sent the postage 
stamps via a custom Valley AIRNow holiday greeting 
card (Figure x).  The holiday card highlights the 
regionôs improvement in air quality since 2002 and 
thanks those businesses who have supported the 
program through the years.   

 
- In an effort to promote the AIRCorps business 

outreach program and partner with additional 
businesses and health care providers in the region, 
Valley AIRNow developed an informational 
recruitment flyer (Figure 6, Appendix H-2).  The flyer 
provides a general overview of the program and 
highlights the Air Quality Action Day alert system.  The 
flyer will be mailed in early 2009 to recruit new 
partners. 

 
Conferences and Presentations 
Valley AIRNow continued to present to various groups, organizations, and conferences in 2008. These 
presentations, along with a brief description of each, are listed below.    
 

 February 1, 2008: Valley AIRNow, in collaboration with a local AIRCorps business partner, 
hosted an awards ceremony for the winners of last yearôs Valley AIRNow clean air art contest.  
The six winners were each awarded a prize and Valley AIRNow spoke on the importance of 
clean air and environmental stewardship by the areaôs youth.   

 

 April 8, 2008: Valley AIRNow, in collaboration with The SHENAIR Institute, presented a poster 
at the National Air Quality Conference held in Portland, Oregon. The poster highlighted the 
Shenandoah Valleyôs recent work in air quality Education, Scholarship, Decision Maker Support, 
and Stewardship.  One of Valley AIRNowôs most successful programsðthe idle reduction sign 
initiativeðwas highlighted.   

 
 May 15, 2008: Valley AIRNow staff attended and presented at a local environmental conference 

entitled Quality of Life/Air Quality in the Shenandoah Valley: Affordable Green Strategies for 
Counties, Cities and Towns, sponsored by the SHENAIR local government committee and the 
Northern Shenandoah Valley Regional Commission (NSVRC).  The purpose of the workshop 
was to share the many simple and low-cost techniques that many programs within the Valley 
are implementing to protect local air quality.   Refer to Appendix E to view the final agenda for 
the workshop. 

 
Valley AIRNow presented on several of its successful, cost-effective programs, which included 
the Healthy Air Zone idle reduction initiative, AIRCorps business outreach, AQAD alert system, 
and K-12 programs and activities.  Additionally, Valley AIRNow offered a free Healthy Air Zone 
sign to each locality comprising the Northern Shenandoah Valley in an effort to begin a 
comprehensive, Valley-wide idle reduction program.  The Town of Strasburg was the first 
locality to request a sign, which led to the design of this action-oriented workshop.   
 

Figure 6: AIRCorps business outreach 

flyer developed by Valley AIRNow. 
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During the evening session of the workshop, Mr. Patrick Barker of the Winchester-Frederick 
County Economic Development Commission, and administrator of the Valley AIRNow outreach 
program, was recognized by the NSVRC for the start-up of the successful air quality program. 

 
 June 11, 2008: Valley AIRNow staff presented to the Frederick County Board of Supervisors.  

The Board was briefed on the recent improvements of air quality in the region as well as news 
on the strengthening of the federal ozone standard.  Several successful outreach programs 
were highlighted, including the Healthy Air Zone idle reduction initiative, AIRCorps business 
outreach, AQAD alert system, and K-12 programs and activities. 

 
 June 12, 2008: Valley AIRNow staff presented to the City of Winchesterôs Public Services 

Committee.  The Committee was briefed on the recent improvements of air quality in the region 
as well as news on the strengthening of the federal ozone standard.  Several successful 
outreach programs were highlighted, including the Healthy Air Zone idle reduction initiative, 
AIRCorps business outreach, AQAD alert system, and K-12 programs and activities. 

 
 September 23, 2008: Valley AIRNow collaborated with The SHENAIR Institute to host the 

Greater Shenandoah Valley Environmental Education Alliance (GSVEEA) meeting at James 
Madison University.  The Alliance was formed using VDEQ Environmental Education grant 
money and seeks to act as a network, discover resources, partner and enrich environmental 
education initiatives from Rockbridge to Frederick County.  At the September meeting, the 
Valley AIRNow outreach program was highlighted and informational air quality materials were 
distributed to those present. 

 
Ride-and-Drive Event 
On April 19, Valley AIRNow collaborated with SHENAIR to host an advanced vehicle Ride-and-Drive 
and environmental education fair at James Madison University.  Participants were invited to experience 
firsthand a wide selection of advanced and eco-friendly vehicles, including electric trucks, segways, 
electric ATVs, and hybrids.  A handful of booths also provided interactive, hands-on learning stations to 
teach attendees about green living and sustainable choices.  Valley AIRNow staffed a Clean Air 
Champions station to raise awareness of reducing transportation energy use and improving local air 
quality.  For more information, refer to the eventôs promotional flyer in Figure 7 and Appendix C. 
 

 
 

 
  

Figure 7: Valley AIRNow staffed a Clean Air Champions exhibit 

at James Madison Universityôs Go Green Ride-and-Drive event. 
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Air Quality Awareness Week 
During the week of April 28 ï May 2, Valley AIRNow partnered with the Environmental Protection 
Agency and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to participate in the 2008 Air 
Quality Awareness Week.  Valley AIRNow promoted the event by submitting a press release to local 
media outlets entitled, ñBe óAir Awareô during Air Quality Awareness Weekò.  The release provided 
general information on the importance of air quality awareness and listed actions that the general public 
could take to reduce emissions.   
 
As a result of the Valley AIRNow press release several newspapers, radio stations, and television 
stations provided excellent news coverage of the event.  For example, WINC-FM, a popular 
contemporary music radio station in the area, interviewed Valley AIRNow on April 28 regarding its 
collaboration with National Air Quality Awareness Week.  Also, after installing 11 Healthy Air Zone 
signs on campus, Shenandoah Universityôs student paper, the Shenandoah Sun, printed an article 
entitled, ñShut it off!ò  This short article provided an explanation of the signs and encouraged students, 
faculty, staff, and visitors to turn off their engines while parked on campus. 
 
As a lead-in to Awareness Week, TV-3 Winchester interviewed a member of the Task Force to highlight 
the Valley AIRNow Healthy Air Zone program and to provide the community with tips to protect air 
quality.  This news segment was aired on April 24, 2008. 
 
Each day during Air Quality Awareness Week, Valley AIRNow posted a different ozone tip of the day 
(Figure 5) on its homepage.  The tips were modified with the Valley AIRNow logo using free marketing 
materials from the It All Adds Up To Cleaner Air initiative.  The on-line tips included information on ride 
sharing, combining trips, refueling after dusk, taking alternative modes of transportation, and more! 
 
For more information on Air Quality Awareness Week, visit http://www.epa.gov/airnow/airaware/. 

 
The Blossom Races 
The Shenandoah Apple Blossom races (Kids 
Bloominô Mile and adult 10K) were held on May 2 
ï 3, 2008.  Valley AIRNow placed its revised 
ozone bookmark (Figure 8, Appendix J) in each 
runnerôs packet, which was distributed to 
approximately 2,000 participants.  
 

 
 

 
 
  
  

  

Figure 8: Valley AIRNow inserted 2,000 air 
quality bookmarks (A) in each runnerôs packet 
at the Shenandoah Apple Blossom races.  
Participants in the races included children (B) 
and healthy, active adults (C)ðtwo ozone 

sensitive groups. 

A. 

B. C. 

http://www.epa.gov/airnow/airaware/
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New Educators Breakfast 
On August 22, the Top of Virginia Regional 
Chamber hosted the New Educators 
Breakfastðan event to welcome over 200 
first-year K-12 teachers in the Northern 
Shenandoah Valley.  Valley AIRNow 
distributed air quality materials and 
information on the clean air photography 
contest at the event (Figure 9, Appendix I.) 
 
 
Frederick County Sustainability Festival 
On October 4th, Valley AIRNow staff 
exhibited at the 1st Annual Sustainability 
Festival sponsored by the Frederick 
County Parks and Recreation Department.   
According to the Parks and Recreation 
invitation (Appendix F), the purpose of this 
event was ñto provide a tangible 
expression for those interested in 
sustainabilityéby connecting members of 
the community with providers of 
sustainable solutions.ò  Approximately 30 
booths and vendors were set-up at the 
festival and a variety of activities occurred 
throughout the day, including hands-on 
demonstrations and speakers. 
 
The focus of the booth that Valley AIRNow staffed was the reduction of transportation energy use as a 
means to protect local air quality.  Those who visited the booth were invited to take a ride on the vehicle 
simulator (Figure 10), an interactive component of the Virginia Clean Air Champions campaign.  The 
purpose of the vehicle simulator was to demonstrate the importance of proper tire inflation and its 
environmental and economic effects.  Children were also invited to participate by learning how to 
properly measure the pressure of a small lawnmower tire using a tire gauge.  Additionally, air quality 
brochures and pamphlets were made available to the public and those who participated in the hands-on 
activities were given a free Clean Air Champions tire gauge.   
 
 
 
 

 

  

Figure 9: Valley AIRNow developed an informational 
postcard to promote its upcoming clean air 
photography contest.  This postcard was distributed 
at the New Educators Breakfast and mailed to 100 
art teachers, science teachers, and student club 

sponsors in area schools. 

Figure 10: The vehicle simulator was used as an 
activity at the Frederick County Sustainability 

Festival. 
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Figure 11: Healthy Air 

Zone street sign. 

× School-based Awareness & Education Program 

 
Educators Air Quality Action Day Program 
Winchester Public Schools and Frederick County Public Schools again participated in the Air Quality 
Action Day program for the 2008 ozone season. Each school system supported a designated clean air 
coordinator who was responsible for receiving and disseminating Action Day Alerts throughout the 
schools. 
 
Idle Reduction Outreach Program 
Last year, Valley AIRNow worked with local public and private schools on the launch of a program to 
help educate parents, teachers, and students on the health and environmental effects associated with 

vehicle engine idling in school zones. This initiative is centered on the 
installation of complimentary Healthy Air Zone street signs (Figure 11) to 
encourage parents to turn off their engines while parked in school zones. 

              
To date Valley AIRNow has provided a total of 34 signs to the Winchester 
and Frederick County Public School systems, where at least one sign is on 
display at each school in the district.   Additionally, 21 signs have been 
provided to several private schools and child care centers in the area, 
including: Mountain View Christian Academy, Powhatan School, Rosedale 
Christian Academy, and Winchester Academy.   
 
Partner recruitment for Healthy Air Zones will continue in 2009, with a goal of 
100% participation by private schools within the Winchester-Frederick 
County area.   To help meet this goal, Valley AIRNow developed an 
informational marketing flyer (Figure 3) that will be mailed to the remaining 

schools and child care centers.  The flyer provides a general overview of 
the program and encourages partnership in the program. 
 
For more information on the Valley AIRNow idle reduction initiative, visit 
www.valleyairnow.com/idlereduction.htm.   

 
Frederick County Public Schools Bus Idling Policy 
Frederick County Public Schools promoted and enforced an idling policy for all County school buses.  
This idling policy can be found in the Frederick County Driverôs Handbook, which is issued to all bus 
drivers in the school system.  The policy lists guidelines on pre-trip inspections, idle reduction while 
waiting to load/unload students, manufacturer recommendations on idle time at start-up, and ñcold 
weather starting.ò 
  
Clean Air Art Contest ï Awards Ceremony 
Last November, Valley AIRNow held an art contest for local pre-K ï 12 students in celebration of 
Thanksgiving and clean air.  Young artists were asked to address the theme ñWhat you can do to help 
improve the air that we breathe!ò  Six winning pieces of artwork were selected from approximately 100 
submissions.  On February 1, 2008, Valley AIRNow partnered with a member of its AIRCorps program, 
Executive Protection Systems (EPS), to host an awards ceremony for the six winning artists.  At the 
ceremony Valley AIRNow staff spoke on the importance of clean air and environmental stewardship by 
the areaôs youth, followed by the distribution of awards.  The first place winner was awarded a bicycle 
and helmet, generously sponsored by EPS.  The other five selections were awarded various art kits 
and easels sponsored by the Northern Virginia Petroleum Association (NVPA).  Additionally, three child 
care centers that submitted artwork for the contest were recognized as Exceptional Partners and given 
art supply baskets, also donated by the NVPA.  View Figure 12 below for photographs of the winners 
taken at the awards ceremony. 
  

http://www.valleyairnow.com/idlereduction.htm
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Customized Postage Stamps 
Due to the strong response by the community to the student artwork submitted for the clean air art 
contest, the top three winning pieces of art were used to create authentic, customized postage stamps.  
The stamps (Figure 13) were personalized using Zazzle.comðan online, licensed United States Postal 
Service vendor.  The artwork served as the background for each stamp, which was then superimposed 
by the Valley AIRNow motto: Do your share to preserve our air!  The stamps will be used in the future 
as an incentive for Valley AIRNow programs and to thank existing partners who have demonstrated 
exceptional environmental stewardship. 

  

Figure 12: The winners of the Valley AIRNow clean air art contest attended an awards 
ceremony on February 1, 2008.  The winners included: A. Sophia Dorsey, First Place; B. Bailey 
Taylor, Second Place; C. Grace Baggett, Honorable Mention; D. Sophia Addison, Honorable 

Mention; E. Edward Buzalsky, Honorable Mention.  Not pictured: Allison Ward, Third Place. 

A. 

B. C. 

D. E. 
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Clean Air Photography Contest 
In light of the success of the 2007 Thankful for Clean Air art contest, Valley AIRNow elected to hold a 
second contest for K-12 students in the Northern Shenandoah Valley region. To attract an older 
audience, the concept of a óCaught You Green-Handedô photography concept was chosen. Students 
would be asked to capture a snapshot of family, friends, or neighbors in the act of practicing air friendly 
actions, such as: carpooling to a football game, refueling a vehicle after dusk, or taking an alternative 
mode of transportation. The Organization of Art Management Students at Shenandoah University again 
agreed to judge the submissions and a donation by Wal-Mart would contribute the contest incentives.   
 
To promote the contest and generate interest with the high school studentsðan audience that was 
absent from the 2007 art contestðValley AIRNow staff employed several marketing tactics.  A web 
page was developed and published on the Valley AIRNow website at 
www.valleyairnow.com/photocontest.htm.  This page served as the primary resource for contest rules, 
guidelines, and submission requirements.  Additionally, a promotional postcard for K-12 educators was 
developed (Figure 9).  This postcard was distributed to over 200 new teachers at the Top of Virginia 
Regional Chamberôs New Educators Breakfast.  It was also mailed to approximately 100 additional 
science, art, and photojournalism teachers, and student club sponsors in both the public and private 
school districts.  However, due to the low number of submissions, the contest deadline was extended to 
the spring of 2009.  At this time, the contest will be re-promoted and additional marketing strategies will 
be employed.   
 

 
 

 
 

Figure 13: The top three winning pieces of artwork in the clean air art contest were used to 
create Valley AIRNow postage stamps.  These stamps were used as program incentives 

and to thank existing partners. 

http://www.valleyairnow.com/photocontest.htm
http://www.zazzle.com/cr/design/pt-stamp?dz=bab2479d-ed93-49c9-a39c-1c77d91b9199&clone=true&pending=true&denomination=42&size=medium&mode=fit&CMPN=EmailProductPagePrivate&rf=238121091056190332
http://www.zazzle.com/cr/design/pt-stamp?dz=db702f2b-dd7c-4d0b-9f95-7e43ba40ef2b&clone=true&pending=true&denomination=42&size=medium&mode=fit&CMPN=EmailProductPagePrivate&rf=238121091056190332
http://www.zazzle.com/cr/design/pt-stamp?dz=4e2af0e7-854c-47c7-8465-774a014dac71&clone=true&pending=true&denomination=42&size=medium&mode=fit&CMPN=EmailProductPagePrivate&rf=238121091056190332
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× Employer-based Awareness & Education Program 
 
Valley AIRCorps program 
Valley AIRCorps is a no-cost, voluntary business outreach program that seeks to create, nurture, and 
promote clean air partnerships with businesses in the Winchester-Frederick County area. The program 
spreads the word about our air quality challenges and provides valuable public health networking as 
discussed below. 
 
The center of the AIRCorps program is membership in the Air Quality Action Day Network (AQAD)ða 
network to inform the community of health risks on Code Orange Action Days and to take simple steps 
to reduce smog-inducing emissions. Businesses participate by appointing a Clean Air Coordinator 
(CAC), who subscribes to the AQAD email or fax notification system. When ozone levels are predicted 
to be Code Orange or higher, Valley AIRNow then sends out a media release to each CAC. In return, 
each AIRCorps member agrees to disseminate the AQAD information to all employees and/or 
customers.  This informational dispersion may take the form of one or more of the following methods: 
email notification to all employees, a media release or AQAD poster displayed on employee message 
boards, personalized AQAD poster displayed in heavily trafficked areas (e.g., waiting rooms, lobbies, 
store windows, checkout registers, etc.), or verbal announcements to employees and/or customers 
throughout the day. Additional methods of AQAD dissemination continue to be explored with current 
AIRCorps Clean Air Coordinators. 
 
As of December 2008, 39 Winchester-Frederick County businesses have enlisted in the Valley 
AIRCorps program to receive Air Quality Action Day alerts. A current list of these businesses can be 
viewed on the Valley AIRNow Web site at 
http://www.valleyairnow.com/aircorpsmembers.htm.  In an effort increase this number, Valley AIRNow 
recently developed an informational marketing flyer (Figure 6).  The flyer 1) provides a general 
overview of the program, 2) highlights the many benefits of joining the AIRCorps program, and 3) 
encourages businesses to register online at  
http://www.valleyairnow.com/aircorpsregistration.htm. To date, Valley AIRNow has identified potential 
partners in the areas of manufacturing, health care, senior care centers, child care centers, and health 
and wellness.  The flyer will be mailed to these targeted businesses in early 2009. 
 
Idle Reduction Outreach Program 
Last fall, Valley AIRNow developed an innovative program to educate area businesses and community 
members on the health and environmental effects associated with vehicle engine idling. A variety of 
free, educational tools were developed to promote the initiative, including an idle-reduction street sign 
(Figure 11) that can be displayed in parking lots and other commercial areas where idling occurs.    
 
To date, there are a total of 137 signs installed at various businesses in the region, including schools 
and universities, child care centers, manufacturing corporations, petroleum distributors and retailers, 
and transportation centers.  The newest partners to Healthy Air Zones include: 

 Lord Fairfax Community College (4 signs) 

 Pactiv Corp. (manufacturer; 4 signs) 

 OôSullivan Films (manufacturer; 20 signs, Figure 14) 

 Shenandoah University (11 signs) 

 Sonic Drive-In Restaurant (2 signs) 

 Winchester/Clearbrook Safety Rest Area (8 signs) 
 
In addition to the 137 total signs installed, Valley AIRNow provided eight Healthy Air Zone signs to each 
locality in the Northern Shenandoah Valley in an attempt to create a comprehensive, regional idle 
reduction network.  This concept will continue to be explored in 2009. 
 

http://www.valleyairnow.com/aircorpsmembers.htm
http://www.valleyairnow.com/aircorpsregistration.htm
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In an effort to expand the Healthy Air 
Zone program, Valley AIRNow 
developed an informational 
recruitment flyer (Figure 6) this fall.  
The flyer provides a general overview 
of the program and promotes the 
distribution of free Healthy Air Zone 
signs to businesses interested in 
displaying them.  The flyer will be 
mailed in early 2009 to recruit new 
partners and will target specific types 
of business and industry, including: 
the remainder of schools and child 
care centers in the region, 
manufacturing corporations, health 

care professionals, senior care 
centers, and health and wellness 
centers.  Valley AIRNow hopes to 
reach a goal of 200 signs installed in 
the Northern Shenandoah Valley by 
May of 2009. 
 
For more information on the Valley AIRNow idle reduction initiative, visit 
www.valleyairnow.com/idlereduction.htm.   
 
Business Sponsorship 
During 2008 a handful of Valley AIRCorps members exceeded their basic program membership by 
sponsoring the clean air art contest for local pre-K ï 12 students.  Executive Protection Systems (EPS), 
NetTech Center of Winchester, and the Northern Virginia Petroleum Association (NVPA) served as 
sponsors for the contest and provided each of the six winners with generous prizes.  These prizes were 
distributed to the winners on February 1 during an awards ceremony held at EPS.  In addition to the 
student honorees, three local child care centers were recognized at the event as well.  Fremont Street 
Nursery, Shenandoah Child Care Center, and Winchester Day Nursery were each recognized as 
Exceptional partners and given art supply gift baskets donated by NVPA. 
 
This fall, Wal-Mart agreed to serve as a sponsor for the upcoming óCaught You Green-Handedô 
photography contest.  
 
Customized Postage Stamps 
Due to the success of the clean air art contest (Page 18), the top three pieces of student artwork were 
used to create authentic, customized postage stamps.  The stamps (Figure 13) were personalized 
using an on-line, licensed United States Postal Service vendor.  The artwork served as the background 
for each stamp, which was then superimposed by the Valley AIRNow motto: Do your share to preserve 
our air!   
 
Samples of the stamps were sent this holiday season to all existing AIRCorps members via  a custom 
Valley AIRNow holiday greeting card (Figure 15).  The holiday card highlights the regionôs improvement 
in air quality since 2002 and thanks those businesses who have supported the program through the 
years.  The stamps will also be used in the future as an incentive for the Valley AIRCorps program and 
to thank existing business partners who have demonstrated exceptional environmental stewardship. 
 

Figure 14: Valley AIRNow and OôSullivan staff members 
pose with a newly installed Healthy Air Zone sign on the 

facilities of OôSullivan Films in Winchester, VA. 

http://www.valleyairnow.com/idlereduction.htm

