
Valley AIRNow-Air Quality Outreach 
for the Northern Shenandoah Valley Air Quality Improvement Task Force

Air Quality Improvement Task Force Meeting
March 1, 2006



Today’s Agenda:

Guest Speaker: Tom Ballou, DEQ

Events: Past

Outreach Output

Task Force Input

Events: Upcoming

General Comments/Input



New Valley AIRNow Coordinator!!

Tiffany Tumer

(540) 421-9351

Tumerta@jmu.edu

Chelsea’s New Contact Info

Hampton Roads Clean Cities/Virginia Clean Cities

cjenkins@hrccc.org, c_l_jenkins@yahoo.com

(757) 256-8528

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
1) History, why we are out of compliance, why the EPA switched from the 1 hour to 8 hour standard; 2) Where we are today, Valley AIRNow goals and objectives, explain there were no Action Days reported this past summer; 3) The future,

what the petroleum association can do to get the word out and help Valley AIRNow in its efforts.



Bob also suggested that Valley AIRNow develop a more generic poster/brochure that could be posted in all petroleum marketers business locations.



�



Events: Past

Review of Past Events (since last meeting)

Clean Commute Retreat: Jan 12

Teacher Planning Sessions: Jan. 
23, Jan. 30, Feb. 6 and Feb. 13

Woodstock Rotary: Jan 18

American Meteorological Society 
Conference: Jan 29-Feb 2

National Air Quality Conference: 
Feb 5-8

Request from January 4 meeting: 
Generic Poster for AIRCorps 

Members/Presentation



Outreach Output
Chamber March Business Agenda

"For millennia, people thought air was a substance called "ether," until 
scientists discovered we are surrounded by an ocean of invisible gases. 
Imagine trying to convince someone that there is such a thing as 
"oxygen!" Science teachers today face similar challenges in teaching 
about air quality. Water quality education is easier than air quality, 
because water is easily seen and has “biological indicators”—creatures 
that can only live in clean water. Helping our schools teach about air 
quality is currently a major focus of Valley AIRNow, as we plan a 
summer air quality workshop for Winchester and Frederick County 
teachers." 

AMS/AIRNow Conferences
AMS: Poster presentation
AIRNow: Oral presentation (available upon request)

Survey: Results & Analysis, posted on website



Outreach Output
Teacher Planning Sessions

Have hosted 4, 1 more within next 3 weeks
“Teaching the Teacher” workshop: June 26-30

Focus: Teachers helping us to understand what’s needed to get 
air quality integrated into school curriculum. 

Turns out, this is a very complicated task: lack of teacher 
education, SOLs, an already overfull curriculum, 
incentives (no direct reason for teachers to make changes 
on our behalf, have to make them want to). 

Plan still is to hold teacher workshop June 26-30 focusing on 
Teaching the Teachers about air quality, and providing 
them with the tools needed to bring air quality lessons 
into their curriculum. 



Outreach Output/Task Force Input
Event Planning

AIRCorps & ozone season kick-off event

Clean Commute Day

Media blitz

Clean Air Art Contest

SVR Apple Blossom 10K

Long-term Program Parameters, How can Valley 
AIRNow make the biggest difference over the long- 
term?



Outreach Output/Task Force Input

http://media.graytvinc.com/documents/tv3winchester.htm



http://www.aireffects.psu.edu/learning/index.htm

http://www.arboretum.psu.edu/research/air.html



Task Force Input
Air Quality Learning and Demonstration Center

Located in the northwestern section of the Arboretum

Held its grand opening on September 12, 2003. 

The major objective of the center is to offer educational 
programs and public outreach about air pollution's effects on 
plants of the farm, garden, forest, and field in Pennsylvania. 

"The Air Quality Learning and Demonstration Center will 
focus attention on the quality of our air as one of the most 
important resources we have in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania….This project (and developing facility) will 
combine the expertise which exists in several University 
programs into a center where students (of all ages) and 
teachers (grade-school through University level) will gain an 
understanding of the many important aspects of air quality."

— John M. Skelly, Professor
Department of Plant Pathology 



Upcoming/Important Dates

Next Task Force meeting: April 5, 2006

38th Air Pollution Workshop: April 9-13, Charlottesville, VA

NSV Petroleum Marketers Association Presentation: April 11, 
2006

Stephen’s City Rotary Presentation: April 18, 2006 

Winchester Star Forum Piece: April 30, 2006

Clean Commute Day: May 5, 2006

SVR Apple Blossom 10-K race: May 6, 2006

Teacher Development Workshop: June 26-30
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